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Important Announcements
For those who watch services on Live-Stream
during the Coronavirus Pandemic
Stay Home when Sick: If you are sick or exhibiting symptoms of COVID-19 please stay home. If you start to
experience symptoms while in attendance at a service or out anywhere else, please go home immediately. If at a
service, notify a Safety Team member on your way out so we may direct our cleaning and communication efforts.
Singing (updated): MDH has gone from requiring no congregational singing to “not recommended” but does
say that if a congregation sings masks and distancing are required. Please tune in early and stay late for the
preludes, postludes, and sing with us the hymns that will be provided in the online bulletins.
Maintaining Piety when Worshiping at Home: The best way to get the most out of this temporary set-up is to
keep things in your household as regular as possible:
• Print the bulletin or use your hymnals
• Dress like you would dress for church
• Stand when we stand, sit when we sit
• Sing along with the hymns
• Watch at the live time, Sunday morning, setting it aside as first priority instead of looking for whatever
time is most convenient for you
• Limit the distractions, toys, and tech so that the time is truly "sacred" (set-apart) for Christ and His means
of grace
These ideas can help you focus on the Service of the Word and will also help you prevent bad habits from
developing during our temporary suspension of Divine Services
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Laetare
The Fourth Sunday in Lent
March 14, 2021
Preacher: Pr. Matthew Moss
Liturgist: Pr. Matthew Johnson
Kantor: Dr. Crystal Rossow
Special Note for the Live Stream: Because the Absolution and Communion are sacramental acts that require the in-person
interaction of penitent & pastor and communicant & pastor, we will not Live Stream those portions of the Divine Service. If
you desire a more detailed explanation of the status of the controversies in Christianity and the LCMS around these acts that
have led us to this decision on this practice, your pastors are more than willing to discuss it with you.

Service of the Word
642 O Living Bread from Heaven

Tune and text: Public domain

Introit

Psalm 122:1–2, 6, 8; antiphon: Isaiah 66:10a, 11a

Rejoice with Jerusalem, and be | glad for her,*
all you who | love her;
that you may nurse and be | satisfied*
from her con- | soling breast.
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I was glad when they | said to me,*
“Let us go to the house | of the LORD!”
Our feet have been | standing*
within your gates, O Je- | rusalem!
Pray for the peace of Je- | rusalem!*
May they be secure who | love you!
For my brothers and com- | panions’ sake*
I will say, “Peace be with- | in you!”

Kyrie

LSB 186

Salutation and Collect of the Day
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P

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; and though we deserve only punishment,
You receive us as Your children and provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant that we may heartily
acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You in willing obedience; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Sit

Old Testament Reading

Isaiah 49:8–13

8Thus

says the LORD:
“In a time of favor I have answered you;
in a day of salvation I have helped you;
I will keep you and give you
as a covenant to the people,
to establish the land,
to apportion the desolate heritages,
9saying to the prisoners, ‘Come out,’
to those who are in darkness, ‘Appear.’
They shall feed along the ways;
on all bare heights shall be their pasture;
10they shall not hunger or thirst,
neither scorching wind nor sun shall strike them,
for he who has pity on them will lead them,
and by springs of water will guide them.
11And I will make all my mountains a road,
and my highways shall be raised up.
12Behold, these shall come from afar,
and behold, these from the north and from the west,
and these from the land of Syene.”
13Sing for joy, O heavens, and exult, O earth;
break forth, O mountains, into singing!
for the LORD has comforted his people
and will have compassion on his afflicted.
A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual

Psalm 122:1, 7

I was glad when they | said to me,*
“Let us go to the house | of the LORD!”
Peace be with- | in your walls*
and security within your | towers!
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Epistle

Galatians 4:21–5:1
21

Tell me, you who desire to be under the law, do you not listen to the law? 22For it is written that Abraham had two
sons, one by a slave woman and one by a free woman. 23But the son of the slave was born according to the flesh, while
the son of the free woman was born through promise. 24Now this may be interpreted allegorically: these women are two
covenants. One is from Mount Sinai, bearing children for slavery; she is Hagar. 25Now Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia;
she corresponds to the present Jerusalem, for she is in slavery with her children. 26But the Jerusalem above is free, and
she is our mother. 27For it is written,
“Rejoice, O barren one who does not bear;
break forth and cry aloud, you who are not in labor!
For the children of the desolate one will be more
than those of the one who has a husband.”
28

Now you, brothers, like Isaac, are children of promise. 29But just as at that time he who was born according to the flesh
persecuted him who was born according to the Spirit, so also it is now. 30But what does the Scripture say? “Cast out the
slave woman and her son, for the son of the slave woman shall not inherit with the son of the free woman.” 31So, brothers,
we are not children of the slave but of the free woman. 5 For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do
not submit again to a yoke of slavery.
A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Tract

Psalm 125:1–2, 5b

Those who trust in the LORD are like Mount | Zion,*
which cannot be moved, but abides for- | ever.
As the mountains surround Jerusalem, so the LORD surrounds his | people,*
from this time forth and forevermore. Peace be upon | Israel!

Holy Gospel
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the sixth chapter.

1After

John 6:1–15

this Jesus went away to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, which is the Sea of Tiberias. 2And a large crowd
was following him, because they saw the signs that he was doing on the sick. 3Jesus went up on the mountain, and there
he sat down with his disciples. 4Now the Passover, the feast of the Jews, was at hand. 5Lifting up his eyes, then, and
seeing that a large crowd was coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread, so that these people
may eat?” 6He said this to test him, for he himself knew what he would do. 7Philip answered him, “Two hundred denarii
would not buy enough bread for each of them to get a little.” 8One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said
to him, 9“There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish, but what are they for so many?” 10Jesus said, “Have
the people sit down.” Now there was much grass in the place. So the men sat down, about five thousand in number.
11Jesus then took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed them to those who were seated. So also the
fish, as much as they wanted. 12And when they had eaten their fill, he told his disciples, “Gather up the leftover fragments,
that nothing may be lost.” 13So they gathered them up and filled twelve baskets with fragments from the five barley
loaves, left by those who had eaten. 14When the people saw the sign that he had done, they said, “This is indeed the
Prophet who is to come into the world!”
15Perceiving then that they were about to come and take him by force to make him king, Jesus withdrew again to the
mountain by himself.
P

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Nicene Creed
C I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

Sit
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743 Jesus, Priceless Treasure

5

Evil world, I leave thee;
Thou canst not deceive me,
Thine appeal is vain.
Sin that once did blind me,
Get thee far behind me,
Come not forth again.
Past thy hour,
O pride and pow’r;
Sinful life, thy bonds I sever,
Leave thee now forever.

6

Hence, all fear and sadness!
For the Lord of gladness,
Jesus, enters in.
Those who love the Father,
Though the storms may gather,
Still have peace within.
Yea, whate’er
I here must bear,
Thou art still my purest pleasure,
Jesus, priceless treasure!

Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon: Jerusalem Lutheran Church: Our Mother in Christ
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The Small Catechism Recitation: Commandments 8-close
The Eighth Commandment
You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.
What does this mean?
We should fear and love God so that we do not tell lies about our neighbor, betray him, slander him, or hurt his reputation,
but defend him, speak well of him, and explain everything in the kindest way.

The Ninth Commandment
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.
What does this mean?
We should fear and love God so that we do not scheme to get our neighbor’s inheritance or house, or get it in a way
which only appears right, but help and be of service to him in keeping it.

The Tenth Commandment
You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs
to your neighbor.
What does this mean?
We should fear and love God so that we do not entice or force away our neighbor’s wife, workers, or animals, or turn
them against him, but urge them to stay and do their duty.

The Close of the Commandments
What does God say about all these commandments?
He says: “I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth
generation of those who hate Me, but showing love to a thousand generations of those who love Me and keep My
commandments.” (Exodus 20:5–6)
What does this mean?
God threatens to punish all who break these commandments. Therefore, we should fear His wrath and not do anything
against them. But He promises grace and every blessing to all who keep these commandments. Therefore, we should also
love and trust in Him and gladly do what He commands.
Stand

Offertory

LSB 192
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Prayer of the Church
Following the prayers, the Live Stream ends and the Service of the Sacrament begins.

Acknowledgments
Divine Service, Setting Three from Lutheran Service Book
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001
by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2020 Concordia Publishing House.

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS:
Members who are sick and in need of healing and comfort— Rick Bymark (wife Jackie, son Hank), Lynn Slauson, Pam Linton
(daughter of LaVerne & Arlene Bagne), Ilene Shepherd, Brigette Ritter, Dr. Crystal Rossow, Charice McDowell, Mavis Kalk, Joyce
O’Hern, Melvin Haag, Patrick Oberle, Ramona Von Ende, Bruce Hansen, Justin Brynjulfson, Doris Gangelhoff, Barb Grambart, Dick
Rau, Randy Goerke, Diane Haag, and Sandy Meyer. Our Lord Jesus, who reached out to heal and comfort the sick and dying, continues
to reach out with His healing Word through us. Cards, phone calls, and prayers are always appreciated. If you know of someone who
is sick or hospitalized, please inform your pastors.
Our homebound members are John and Arleen Barrett, Sue Erickson, Inez Koehler, Steve Orbin, Mark Pruhs, Amy Schalo, and Ilene
Shepherd.
All those serving in our Armed Forces— Agena Christophersen (Belgium), Emily Giefer (Georgia), Kevin Mazurowski (Alaska),
Nathan Mazurowski (Arizona), Isak Preus (Florida), Brian Pruhs (Germany), Joseph Radintz (home), and Danny Schilling (home).
Those who have lost loved ones during the past year— Jan Stadler & family (at the loss of her sister, JoAnne Hackbarth), Justin
Bermel & family (at the loss of his brother Jeffrey), John Meyer & family (at the loss of his brother Jeff), the family of Larry Jobes, Dan
Kappel & family (at the loss of his father Francis), Joellyn Wicht & family (at the loss of her mother Frances Spielman), Larissa Alvarez
& family (at the loss of her grandmother Luci Correa), the family of Fred Hunt, the family of Diane Lawrence, Gerald Anderson &
family (at the loss of his father Dale), Joyce O’Hern & family (at the loss of her father-in-law Marland), Arlene Rogge & family (at the
loss of her father George Hackler), Lois Foggia & family (at the loss of her brother-in-law Tom Hooker), the family of Vivian Kuns,
Stephanie Haver & family (at the loss of her brother Brandon), Char Abraham & family (at the loss of her brother Russell), the family
of Linda Bredenberg, the family of Tracey Rosso, Cindy Cook & family (at the loss of her brother, Daniel Anderson), the family of
Gerald Oswald, Kyle Gaffaney & family (at the loss of his grandfather Bill Reese), Jim Day & family (at the loss of his sister), and
Heidi Brackeen & family (at the loss of her father Dennis Anderson).
And we remember those who have recently lost loved ones— the family of Marlys Johnson, the family of Harold Grambart, the
family of Courtney Meine, Marlys Kothrade & family (at the loss of her great-grandson Lukas Bouska), Bob and Char Abraham (at the
loss of their daughter-in-law Debra Abraham), and Tony Stadler & family (at the loss of his brother Ted).
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All expecting families and their unborn children— especially Stephanie & Noah Heidorn, Martha & Aaron Reseburg, Jenna & Leighton
Spaulding, and Ashley & Nick Baltes. If you would like to announce your pregnancy to the Church that we might pray for you, please contact
one of our pastors.
THIS WEEK: The congregations in our circuit are praying for St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church and School, Corcoran, Pastor
Matthew Moss and Pastor Matthew Johnson.
PRAYING FOR OUR CHURCH & SCHOOL: This week we pray for BOE Deacons Scott Gehl, Rob Borcherding, Dennis Schwecke
and the Board Members, and also for our Middle School Teacher Kyle Peterman.
† Announcements †
SPECIAL FEAST DAYS THIS WEEK: March 19- St. Joseph, Guardian of Jesus (2 Samuel 7:4-16; Romans 4:13-18; Matthew
2:13-15, 19-23.
SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY (1st Peter): Faithful Christians should expect trials and suffering in this life. Our Lord promised it. In
Peter’s first epistle he strengthens the Church for such suffering and trials. It is a message of great hope and the promises of glory for
those who endure the fiery trials. Join us at 9:30 A.M. in the Fellowship Hall as we take up this great Book of Holy Scripture.
Mar. 14 – 2 Peter 1:1-2 – The Great Apostle’s Last Testament: Purpose and Place of the Letter
Mar. 21 – 2 Peter 1:3-11 – The Greatness of the Christian Hope: Its Gift and Claim
TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY has resumed as we take up again the Book of Acts. We meet via Facebook Live at 9:45 am
each Tuesday. This format will allow any questions you might have, simply post a comment and if it is seen it will be answered. We
leap forward from the middle of Acts to its last chapter to see the final, full Old Testament quotation, this time from Isaiah 6.
PREPARING FOR NEXT SUNDAY: Parents with hands full in the pews on Sunday morning sometimes need a little time with the
texts in the week leading up to a Service. People new to Lutheranism sometimes need more context to the Service. Some members
simply look for more in-depth study of the appointed readings. We encourage you to follow Issues, Etc. on your podcasting App or at
their website, especially using Pastor David Peterson’s “Looking Ahead to Sunday Morning (the 1-Year Lectionary).” Next Sunday
March 21st you will hear: Genesis 22:1-14, Hebrews 9:11-15, John 8: (42-45) 46-59.
CONGREGATIONAL ASSEMBLY: We will have our spring Congregational Assembly meeting NEXT Sunday, March 21st, at 1:30
pm in the Fellowship Hall. The primary items on the agenda, in addition to our standard board reports, will include the approval of our
2021-22 annual budget, discussion of our revised Gifting and Endowment Fund Operating Plan, and a review of our new Board structure.
We ask that members wear masks to the meeting and respect Covid social distancing protocols. In the event that attendance makes
social distancing in the Fellowship Hall difficult, we will move the meeting to the gymnasium. Materials will be made available two
weeks prior to the meeting.
PALM SUNDAY is March 28th and we would love to have your children process in with palm branches. We will meet right outside
the sanctuary in the narthex 10 minutes before the service starts. Your children may attend one or both services. Questions or concerns:
please contact Erika Rossow at erossow17@gmail.com
EASTER LILIES: The Altar Guild is providing an opportunity for members of St. John’s to purchase a beautiful Easter Lily. The lily
will be used to decorate the Church on Easter Sunday and then can be picked-up and enjoyed by you at your home. Easter lily order
forms are available in the narthex and the front office. Please complete and return the form if you wish to purchase an Easter lily. The
deadline is Sunday, March 28th. We are also seeking donations for the flowers used to decorate the narthex. Thank you for helping to
beautify the church for our celebration of the resurrection of our Savior.
THE SERVICE OF INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION is available this month by appointment only. Take
advantage of this opportunity to hear God’s Word of forgiveness spoken to you individually in Jesus’ Name. “If we confess our sins,
God, who is faithful and just, will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” (1 John 1:9)
FINANCIAL UPDATE

Last Week

Year-to-date

03/07/21

since 07/01/20

Total General Fund Receipts-All Sources $ 57,838
$ 1,168,432
Amount Needed
$ 28,363
$ 1,200,865
Amount Ahead (Behind)
$ 29,475
$ (32,433)
% Ahead (-Behind)
-3%
Current Building Mortgage Balance (February 28, 2021): $ 200,540
Amount Needed above includes all budgeted revenues, including offerings, school tuition and third-source income, for the current budget year
beginning July 1, 2020. There was no cumulative deficit as of July 1. Questions can be directed to Church Treasurer Mike Gaffer
(mtgaff@comcast.net)
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ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK… Sunday, March 7th: Total 198 CM 149
Oculi Wed, March 10th: Total 44
POSITIONS AVAILABLE: St. John's Lutheran School is seeking to hire individuals for the following positions to start in the 20212022 school year:
• Resource/Special Education Teacher (contracted with LSEM)
• Hot Lunch Coordinator (part-time or full-time)
• Teacher Assistants (potential part-time or full-time help in PreK, 1st grade, 3rd grade)
• ESP Aides (after-school care positions available)
• Music Teacher (part-time, primarily grades 5-8)
• Substitute Teachers (any availability)
• We are also interested to know if anyone has or is willing to attain a bus driving license to be hired as needed for help with
school activities and transportation.
If you or anyone you know has interest in one of these roles, please contact Gretchen Dolan at the school office 763-420-2426 or
gretchen.dolan@stjlutheranschool.org.
NEW STUDENT APPLICATIONS: St. John's School is now accepting new student applications for the 2021-22 school year.
Please contact admissions@stjlutheran.org if you are interested in registering your student at St. John's. There are a limited
number of spots for additional students and our waitlist is beginning to fill so please contact us ASAP.

PLEASE CALL FIRST: In order to better protect you, our students and staff, we are limiting foot traffic through the building during
the day. Please make an appointment with one of our secretaries to pick up any church items. Your materials can be placed in a holding
bin located in the vestibule, between the double doorway for pick up at your designated appointment.
SCHEDULING CHURCH AND SCHOOL EVENTS AT ST. JOHN’S: We are not scheduling member events at this time. Please
direct any questions to 763-420-2426.
BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS: Items received by noon on Wednesday are considered for inclusion in the Sunday bulletin; kindly
please submit your request timely to ensure your announcement gets published as needed.
EMAIL ADDRESS REQUESTED: If you are not already getting weekly emails from church, please submit your email address so
we can communicate notices such as upcoming church services, funerals, weather closures, etc. Please provide your email address to
secretary@stjlutheran.org.

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK: (March 14 – March 20) Sunday- Patricia Hansen, Monday- Kara Beck/Rachel Cooper,
Tuesday- Gerald Anderson/Kate Orbin/Paul Schlueter, Wednesday- Samuel Ims/Jacob Kothrade/Gabriel Lodholz/Darcie
Mathwig/Krista Say, Thursday- Brendon Priebe/Russell Reznecheck, Friday- Vern Bagne/Avery Benincasa/Jason Brastad,
Saturday- David Kliche/Phillip Kothrade/Courtney Oakland

THE FIRST DAY OF SPRING is Saturday, March 20th.

HOLY WEEK/EASTER SIGN-UP FOR SERVICE ATTENDANCE: Please visit our website, stjlutheran.org, and
check out our Holy Week & Easter page for the tentative plan, the list of services, and links to the sign-up. Please
help us plan for services by signing up early and encouraging friends and family to do the same.
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