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Important Announcements
For those who watch services on Live-Stream
during the Coronavirus Pandemic
Stay Home when Sick: If you are sick or exhibiting symptoms of COVID-19 please stay home. If you start to
experience symptoms while in attendance at a service or out anywhere else, please go home immediately. If at a
service, notify a Safety Team member on your way out so we may direct our cleaning and communication efforts.
Singing (updated): MDH has gone from requiring no congregational singing to “not recommended” but does
say that if a congregation sings masks and distancing are required. Please tune in early and stay late for the
preludes, postludes, and sing with us the hymns that will be provided in the online bulletins.
Maintaining Piety when Worshiping at Home: The best way to get the most out of this temporary set-up is to
keep things in your household as regular as possible:
• Print the bulletin or use your hymnals
• Dress like you would dress for church
• Stand when we stand, sit when we sit
• Sing along with the hymns
• Watch at the live time, Sunday morning, setting it aside as first priority instead of looking for whatever
time is most convenient for you
• Limit the distractions, toys, and tech so that the time is truly "sacred" (set-apart) for Christ and His means
of grace
These ideas can help you focus on the Service of the Word and will also help you prevent bad habits from
developing during our temporary suspension of Divine Services

Page 2 of 10

Wednesday of Laetare
March 17, 2021
Stand

Psalmody
Psalm

Psalm 139 (antiphon v. 23)

1O

LORD, you have searched me and | known me!*
know when I sit down and when I rise up;
you discern my thoughts | from afar.
3You search out my path and my | lying down*
and are acquainted with | all my ways.
2You

Page 3 of 10

4

Even before a word is | on my tongue,*
behold, O LORD, you know it alto- | gether.
5
You hem me in, behind | and before,*
and lay your hand up- | on me.
6
Such knowledge is too wonder- | ful for me;*
it is high; I cannot | attain it.
7

Where shall I go from your | Spirit?*
Or where shall I flee from your | presence?
8
If I ascend to heaven, | you are there!*
If I make my bed in Sheol, | you are there!
9
If I take the wings of the | morning*
and dwell in the uttermost parts | of the sea,
10
even there your hand shall | lead me,*
and your right hand shall | hold me.
11
If I say, “Surely the darkness shall | cover me,*
and the light about me | be night,”
12
even the darkness is not | dark to you;*
the night is bright as the day,
for darkness is as | light with you.
13For

you formed my | inward parts;*
you knitted me together in my | mother’s womb.
14I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonder- | fully made.*
Wonderful are your works;
my soul knows it | very well.
15My frame was not hid- | den from you,*
when I was being made in secret,
intricately woven in the depths | of the earth.
16Your eyes saw my unformed substance;
in your book were written, every | one of them,*
the days that were formed for me,
when as yet there were | none of them.
17How precious to me are your thoughts, | O God!*
How vast is the | sum of them!
18If I would count them, they are more | than the sand.*
I awake, and I am still | with you.
19Oh that you would slay the wicked, | O God!*
O men of blood, de- | part from me!
20They speak against you with mali- | cious intent;*
your enemies take your | name in vain!
21Do I not hate those who hate you, | O LORD?*
And do I not loathe those who rise up a- | gainst you?
22I hate them with complete | hatred;*
I count them my | enemies.
23Search me, O God, and | know my heart!*
Try me and | know my thoughts!
24And see if there be any grievous | way in me,*
and lead me in the way ever- | lasting!

Sit
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431 Not All the Blood of Beasts

Tune and text: Public domain

Readings
Reading

2 Peter 1:2–11
2May

grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord.
3His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of him who
called us to his own glory and excellence, 4by which he has granted to us his precious and very great promises, so that
through them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in the world
because of sinful desire. 5For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith with virtue, and virtue with
knowledge, 6and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with steadfastness, and steadfastness with godliness, 7and
godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love. 8For if these qualities are yours and are increasing,
they keep you from being ineffective or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9For whoever lacks these
qualities is so nearsighted that he is blind, having forgotten that he was cleansed from his former sins. 10Therefore,
brothers, be all the more diligent to make your calling and election sure, for if you practice these qualities you will never
fall. 11For in this way there will be richly provided for you an entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ.

Reading

John 6:36–51
36But

I said to you that you have seen me and yet do not believe. 37All that the Father gives me will come to me, and
whoever comes to me I will never cast out. 38For I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will but the will of
him who sent me. 39And this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that he has given me, but
raise it up on the last day. 40For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who looks on the Son and believes in him
should have eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day.”
41So the Jews grumbled about him, because he said, “I am the bread that came down from heaven.” 42They said, “Is
not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How does he now say, ‘I have come down from
heaven’?” 43Jesus answered them, “Do not grumble among yourselves. 44No one can come to me unless the Father who
sent me draws him. And I will raise him up on the last day. 45It is written in the Prophets, ‘And they will all be taught by
God.’ Everyone who has heard and learned from the Father comes to me— 46not that anyone has seen the Father except
he who is from God; he has seen the Father. 47Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes has eternal life. 48I am the bread
of life. 49Your fathers ate the manna in the wilderness, and they died. 50This is the bread that comes down from heaven,
so that one may eat of it and not die. 51I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread,
he will live forever. And the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.”
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Responsory (Lent)

LSB 231

The Small Catechism: Lord’s Prayer

The Sixth Petition
And lead us not into temptation.
Lead us not into temptation.
What does this mean?
God tempts no one. We pray in this petition that God would guard and keep us so that the devil, the world, and our
sinful nature may not deceive us or mislead us into false belief, despair, and other great shame and vice. Although we
are attacked by these things, we pray that we may finally overcome them and win the victory.

The Seventh Petition
But deliver us from evil.
But deliver us from evil.
What does this mean?
We pray in this petition, in summary, that our Father in heaven would rescue us from every evil of body and soul,
possessions and reputation, and finally, when our last hour comes, give us a blessed end, and graciously take us from
this valley of sorrow to Himself in heaven.

The Conclusion
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are Yours now and forever. Amen.
What does this mean?
This means that I should be certain that these petitions are pleasing to our Father in heaven, and are heard by Him; for
He Himself has commanded us to pray in this way and has promised to hear us. Amen, amen means “yes, yes, it shall
be so.”
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423 Jesus, Refuge of the Weary

Tune and text: Public domain

Sermon: Sons Know Who They Are From and Where They Are Going

Canticle
Stand

Magnificat

LSB 231
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Sit

Offering
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Prayer
Kneel/Stand

Kyrie

LSB 233

Lord’s Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
Collects

Collect of the Day
Collect for Peace
L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your servants, that peace
which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also that we, being
defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
Stand

Benedicamus

LSB 234
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Benediction

LSB 234

684 Come unto Me, Ye Weary

Text and tune: Public domain
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