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Important Announcements
For those who watch services on Live-Stream
during the Coronavirus Pandemic
Maintaining Piety when Worshiping at Home: The best way to get the most out of this temporary set-up is to
keep things in your household as regular as possible:
• Print the bulletin or use your hymnals
• Dress like you would dress for church
• Stand when we stand, sit when we sit
• Sing along with the hymns
• Watch at the live time, Sunday morning, setting it aside as first priority instead of looking for whatever
time is most convenient for you
• Limit the distractions, toys, and tech so that the time is truly "sacred" (set-apart) for Christ and His means
of grace
These ideas can help you focus on the Service of the Word and will also help you prevent bad habits from
developing.
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† Laetare †
The Fourth Sunday in Lent – March 27, 2022
Preacher: Pr. Matthew Moss
Liturgist: Pr. Matthew Johnson
Organist: Dr. Katie Moss
Special Note for the Live Stream: Because the Absolution and Communion are sacramental acts that require the in-person
interaction of penitent & pastor and communicant & pastor, we will not Live Stream those portions of the Divine Service. If
you desire a more detailed explanation of the status of the controversies in Christianity and the LCMS around these acts that
have led us to this decision on this practice, your pastors are more than willing to discuss it with you.

423 Jesus, Refuge of the Weary

Text and tune: Public domain

Service of the Word
Introit

Psalm 122:1–2, 6, 8; antiphon: Isaiah 66:10a, 11a

Rejoice with Jerusalem, and be | glad for her,*
all you who | love her;
that you may nurse and be | satisfied*
from her con- | soling breast.
I was glad when they | said to me,*
“Let us go to the house | of the LORD!”
Our feet have been | standing*
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within your gates, O Je- | rusalem!
Pray for the peace of Je- | rusalem!*
May they be secure who | love you!
For my brothers and com- | panions’ sake*
I will say, “Peace be with- | in you!”

Kyrie

LSB 186

The hymn of praise (Gloria in Excelsis) is omitted during Lent

Salutation and Collect of the Day
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P

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; and though we deserve only punishment,
You receive us as Your children and provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant that we may heartily
acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You in willing obedience; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Collect for Lent
Almighty and everlasting God, You despise nothing You have made and forgive the sins of all who are penitent. Create in us new and
contrite hearts that lamenting our sins and acknowledging our wretchedness we may receive from You full pardon and forgiveness;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Sit

Anthem: Come at the Summit of This Day (Kosche)

Old Testament Reading

Isaiah 49:8–13

8Thus

says the LORD:
“In a time of favor I have answered you;
in a day of salvation I have helped you;
I will keep you and give you
as a covenant to the people,
to establish the land,
to apportion the desolate heritages,
9saying to the prisoners, ‘Come out,’
to those who are in darkness, ‘Appear.’
They shall feed along the ways;
on all bare heights shall be their pasture;
10they shall not hunger or thirst,
neither scorching wind nor sun shall strike them,
for he who has pity on them will lead them,
and by springs of water will guide them.
11And I will make all my mountains a road,
and my highways shall be raised up.
12Behold, these shall come from afar,
and behold, these from the north and from the west,
and these from the land of Syene.”
13Sing for joy, O heavens, and exult, O earth;
break forth, O mountains, into singing!
for the LORD has comforted his people
and will have compassion on his afflicted.
A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual

Psalm 122:1, 7

I was glad when they | said to me,*
“Let us go to the house | of the LORD!”
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Peace be with- | in your walls*
and security within your | towers!

Epistle

Galatians 4:21–31
21

Tell me, you who desire to be under the law, do you not listen to the law? 22For it is written that Abraham had two
sons, one by a slave woman and one by a free woman. 23But the son of the slave was born according to the flesh, while
the son of the free woman was born through promise. 24Now this may be interpreted allegorically: these women are two
covenants. One is from Mount Sinai, bearing children for slavery; she is Hagar. 25Now Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia;
she corresponds to the present Jerusalem, for she is in slavery with her children. 26But the Jerusalem above is free, and
she is our mother. 27For it is written,
“Rejoice, O barren one who does not bear;
break forth and cry aloud, you who are not in labor!
For the children of the desolate one will be more
than those of the one who has a husband.”
28

Now you, brothers, like Isaac, are children of promise. 29But just as at that time he who was born according to the flesh
persecuted him who was born according to the Spirit, so also it is now. 30But what does the Scripture say? “Cast out the
slave woman and her son, for the son of the slave woman shall not inherit with the son of the free woman.” 31So, brothers,
we are not children of the slave but of the free woman.
A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Tract

Psalm 125:1–2, 5b

Those who trust in the LORD are like Mount | Zion,*
which cannot be moved, but abides for- | ever.
As the mountains surround Jerusalem, so the LORD surrounds his | people,*
from this time forth and forevermore. Peace be upon | Israel!

Holy Gospel
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the sixth chapter.

1After

John 6:1–15

this Jesus went away to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, which is the Sea of Tiberias. 2And a large crowd
was following him, because they saw the signs that he was doing on the sick. 3Jesus went up on the mountain, and there
he sat down with his disciples. 4Now the Passover, the feast of the Jews, was at hand. 5Lifting up his eyes, then, and
seeing that a large crowd was coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread, so that these people
may eat?” 6He said this to test him, for he himself knew what he would do. 7Philip answered him, “Two hundred denarii
would not buy enough bread for each of them to get a little.” 8One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said
to him, 9“There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish, but what are they for so many?” 10Jesus said, “Have
the people sit down.” Now there was much grass in the place. So the men sat down, about five thousand in number.
11Jesus then took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed them to those who were seated. So also the
fish, as much as they wanted. 12And when they had eaten their fill, he told his disciples, “Gather up the leftover fragments,
that nothing may be lost.” 13So they gathered them up and filled twelve baskets with fragments from the five barley
loaves, left by those who had eaten. 14When the people saw the sign that he had done, they said, “This is indeed the
Prophet who is to come into the world!”
15Perceiving then that they were about to come and take him by force to make him king, Jesus withdrew again to the
mountain by himself.
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P

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Nicene Creed
C I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.
Sit

The Small Catechism

Apostles’ Creed - First and Third Articles

The First Article
Creation
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
What does this mean?
I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has given me my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members,
my reason and all my senses, and still takes care of them.
He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and home, wife and children, land, animals, and all I have.
He richly and daily provides me with all that I need to support this body and life.
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He defends me against all danger and guards and protects me from all evil. All this He does only out of fatherly, divine
goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in me. For all this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve and obey
Him.
This is most certainly true.

The Third Article
Sanctification
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
What does this mean?
I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy
Spirit has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith.
In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian Church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus
Christ in the one true faith.
In this Christian Church He daily and richly forgives all my sins and the sins of all believers.
On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, and give eternal life to me and all believers in Christ.
This is most certainly true.

743 Jesus, Priceless Treasure (J.S. Bach) choir vs.3&5

5

Evil world, I leave thee;
Thou canst not deceive me,
Thine appeal is vain.
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Sin that once did blind me,
Get thee far behind me,
Come not forth again.
Past thy hour,
O pride and pow’r;
Sinful life, thy bonds I sever,
Leave thee now forever.
6

Hence, all fear and sadness!
For the Lord of gladness,
Jesus, enters in.
Those who love the Father,
Though the storms may gather,
Still have peace within.
Yea, whate’er
I here must bear,
Thou art still my purest pleasure,
Jesus, priceless treasure!

Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon: Resisting Religions of Laws – Rejoicing with Your Mother (Gal. 4 & John 6)

Stand

Offertory

LSB 192
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Sit

Offering
Stand

Prayer of the Church
Following the prayers, the Live Stream ends and the Service of the Sacrament begins.
Acknowledgments
Divine Service, Setting One from Lutheran Service Book
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001
by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2020 Concordia Publishing House.

Lenten Theme for 2022- Resistance! Christian Discipline & the Fight for our Lives
During our Lenten Sundays and Wednesdays this year we pastors will focus our preaching and teaching efforts on how Christian
Discipline – the practical daily life fruits of repentance and faith – help us resist our enemies: temptation, the devil, the sinful flesh,
worldliness, despair. On Wednesday evenings we will take up Jesus’ teaching from Maundy Thursday in John 13 – 15 to see how His
submission to the Father sets the tone for us Christians to resist the evil earthly powers by submitting to the power of the Gospel, the
power of Christ crucified and raised from the dead. We will see that Christian Discipline and Resistance to evil is not about exerting
our will, but laying aside our will through repentance and faith, wherein the Gospel grants us new strength, new life, new powers.

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS:
Members who are sick and in need of healing and comfort— Rick Bymark, Lynn Slauson, Pam Linton (daughter of LaVerne &
Arlene Bagne), Ilene Shepherd, Charice McDowell, Mavis Kalk, Joyce O’Hern, Barb Grambart, Sandy Meyer, Harlan Peterson, Tony
Stadler, Ryan Fish, Jim Bjorgan, Shirley Bjorgan, Kristi Holthus, and Renaye Day. Our Lord Jesus, who reached out to heal and comfort
the sick and dying, continues to reach out with His healing Word through us. Cards, phone calls, and prayers are always appreciated.
If you know of someone who is sick or hospitalized, please inform your pastors.
Our homebound members are Dale Avenson, John Barrett, Lorrayne Conley, Joan Dolbec, Sue Erickson, Inez Koehler, Joyce O’Hern,
Steve Orbin, Mark Pruhs, Lorena Remer, Amy Schalo, and Ilene Shepherd.
All those serving in our Armed Forces— Agena Christophersen (Arizona), Emily Giefer (Georgia), Kevin Mazurowski (Alaska),
Nathan Mazurowski (Arizona), Isak Preus (Florida), Brian Pruhs (Oklahoma), Joseph Radintz (home), and Danny Schilling (home).
Those who have lost loved ones during the past year— the family of Bruce Hansen, the family of Arleen Barrett, Ty Holthus &
family (at the loss of her father Patrick Oberle), Deb Volberding & family (at the loss of her mother Carol Handberg), Karen Fussy &
family (at the loss of her husband Eugene), Rick Foggia & family (at the loss of his father Vincent Foggia), Irene Rehmer & family (at
the loss of her sister Marilyn), the family of Dr. Crystal Rossow, Katie Moss & family (at the loss of her grandfather Rev. Henry
Behling), Sarah Klein & family (at the loss of her father Wayne Wilson), Jason Brastad & family (at the loss of his grandmother), Tom
Parduhn & family (at the loss of his mother Laura), the family of Elwyn Manthei, Diane Schwecke & family (at the loss of her niece
Jordyn Meskan), the family of Susan Schutte.
And we remember those who have recently lost loved ones— the family of Audrey Hansen, Kim Heinen & family (at the loss of her
mother Cheryl Tschaekofske), Arlene Rogge & family (at the loss of her aunt Merney Ankrom), the family of Bob Abraham, and the
family of Troy Miest.
All expecting families and their unborn children— especially Amy & Josh Peterson, Marni & Bjorn Briel, and Jennifer & Nicholas
Steffen. If you would like to announce your pregnancy to the Church that we might pray for you, please contact one of our pastors.

Page 10 of 13

NEW ARRIVAL: We pray with thanks to God for the healthy birth of baby girl Jordan born to Andrew & Kim Heinen in the Third Week in
Lent. May God Almighty bless this family as together they grow in all wisdom and strength, and in God's Word.

THIS WEEK: The congregations in our circuit are praying for Rev. Matthew Harrison, our Synod President and all our elected officers
and board members in the LCMS.
PRAYING FOR OUR CHURCH & SCHOOL: This week we pray for our many Church Volunteers including Accounting
Professionals, Funeral Workers, Fundraisers, Cleaners, and Those Who Serve at our worship services, and also for our Fourth Grade
Teacher Miriam Armstrong.

† Announcements †
SPECIAL FEAST DAYS THIS WEEK: no special feast days this week.
SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY: The Kingdoms of God’s Son – this Bible study on the books of 1st and 2nd Samuel will cover the next two
years of Sunday Bible Study. These Old Testament books tell a fascinating story of the Kingdom of God and kingdoms of men. We
will meet Samuel, Saul, and David. We will read of war and betrayal. We will discuss relevant topics to our world today. And we will
see how these Old Testament books pre-figure the coming of Christ Jesus and His eternal reign in the Kingdom of Power, the Kingdom
of Grace, and the coming Kingdom of Glory when He returns on the Last Day.
March 27– 1 Samuel 25:1-44- The Tale of David and Abigail
April 3– 1 Samuel 26:1-25- David Spares King Saul Again
TUESDAY BIBLE STUDY is held at 9am in the Auxiliary Room. Our new study “The Word in Song: A Bible Study on the Hymn
of the Day” will be enhanced with music as we sing to the accompaniment of Mr. Duane Esterly on piano. This week’s selection is:
Mar. 29– LSB 430 "My Song is Love Unknown".
PREPARING FOR NEXT SUNDAY: Parents with hands full in the pews on Sunday morning sometimes need a little time with the
texts in the week leading up to a Service. People new to Lutheranism sometimes need more context to the Service. Some members
simply look for more in-depth study of the appointed readings. We encourage you to follow Issues, Etc. on your podcasting App or at
their website, especially using Pastor David Peterson’s “Looking Ahead to Sunday Morning (the 1-Year Lectionary)”. Next Sunday
April 3rd you will hear: Genesis 22:1-14, Hebrews 9:11-15, and John 8: (42-45) 46-59.
THE SERVICE OF INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION is available this month by appointment only. Take
advantage of this opportunity to hear God’s Word of forgiveness spoken to you individually in Jesus’ Name. “If we confess our sins,
God, who is faithful and just, will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” (1 John 1:9)
ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK…
Sunday, March 20th: Total 235 CM 174
Lenten Midweek Wed, March 23rd: Total 76
FINANCIAL UPDATE

Last Week

Year-to-date

03/20/22

since 07/01/21

Total Operating Fund Receipts-All Sources $ 13,057
$ 1,355,146
Amount Needed
$ 34,857
$ 1,408,292
Amount Ahead (Behind)
$ (21,800)
$ (53,145)
% Ahead (-Behind)
-4%
Current Building Mortgage Balance: $ 55,133
Amount Needed above includes all budgeted revenues, including offerings, school tuition and third-source income, for the current budget year
beginning July 1, 2021. There was no cumulative deficit as of July 1. Questions can be directed to Church Treasurer Mike Gaffer.

SPRING CONGREGATIONAL ASSEMBLY: We will have our Spring Congregational Assembly TODAY Sunday, March 27th, at
1:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall. The primary items on the agenda, in addition to our standard board reports, will include the approval
of our 2022-23 annual budget and to extend a commissioned minister call to Dr. Katie T. Moss to serve as our Director of Parish Music.
Materials are available in the narthex.
HANDBELL CAPITAL FUND RAISING: Our school children have loved their exposure to a loaned set of handbells, and we want
to make this group instrumentation a regular part of our Church and School music program after the loaned set is returned to the granting
agency this Spring. The Deacon Council has approved a capital fund raiser with the goal of raising $15,000 for the purchase of two more
octaves of bells (we currently own one), tables, pads, and other accessories. We have currently raised $11,000. If you would like to
donate towards this, please make checks payable to St. John's with "Handbell Fund Raiser" written on the memo line. Funds raised
above what is needed to complete the project will go into "The Gifting Fund".
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EASTER BREAKFAST will once again be served by the St. John's Youth Group from 7-10 am on Easter morning. How can you
help, you ask? You can help by donating food for the breakfast! A sign-up sheet is located in the narthex. As always, we appreciate
any donations you are able to give. Thanks for supporting our Youth!

Altar Guild:
EASTER LILIES: The Altar Guild is providing an opportunity for members of St. John’s to purchase a beautiful Easter Lily. The
lily will be used to decorate the Church on Easter Sunday and can be picked up after the last Easter service and enjoyed by you in your
home. Easter lily order forms are available in the church office as well as the communion table in the narthex. To order a lily, please
complete the order form and enclose it with your payment in an envelope and place it in the offering plate or bring it to the church office.
The deadline is NEXT Sunday, April 3. Thank you for helping beautify the church for our celebration of the resurrection of our Savior!

HOT LUNCH POSITION: St. John's is seeking to hire a Hot Lunch Coordinator for the 2022-2023 school year. If you or anyone
you know has interest, please contact Rob Borcherding at the school office 763-420-2426.
TEACHER POSITION: The teacher call committee is pleased to announce that we are extending a Call to Kristi Collins. We
prayerfully await her response. Once we hear back from Ms. Collins, we will move forward accordingly, keeping the Congregation
updated along the way. Please keep Ms. Collins in your prayers. If you have any questions, contact Jayme Kruse.
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL: Please contact Erika Rossow if you have interest in helping to plan VBS for this upcoming summer.

2021 & 2022 MISSION PROGRAMS: In 2021 St. John’s supported the following four mission programs: Synod, Rev. Dr. Daniel
Jastram/Asia [Japan], Rev. Dr. Edward Naumann/South Asia, and Rev. P.A. Charles Richard-Wokoma/Africa [Nigeria Seminary].
Please note: Any contributions to missions other than these four options was divided between these currently supported programs. The
funds for Dr. Naumann were delivered to him in support of a trip back to India to wrap up his work there. Rev. Wokoma’s funds are
being held until we learn how best to send our support given the Synod has ended his mission as well. Entering 2022: we will continue
supporting Synod and Rev. Dr. Jastram. BSL will update you via the Announcements when we learn how and whom we may support
via mission offerings going forward. May God bless you for your generosity!

Youth Group:
EASTER BREAKFAST: We will prep for the Easter Breakfast on Saturday, April 16 th. Please meet in the STJL kitchen at 10:00
am. Then, on Easter Sunday, April 17 th, we will serve breakfast from 7:00 am - 10:00 am. We will need youth to arrive at the STJL
kitchen at 6:30 am that day and stay past 10:00 am to help clean up. Be sure to mark this on your calendar!

WEST LUTHERAN HIGH SCHOOL has several upcoming events including a Lent & Easter music concert this Tuesday March 29 th
at 7pm, a musical theater production of The Wizard of Oz Friday-Sunday April 8th – 10th, and numerous summer camps scheduled in
June, July, & August. Visit their website or find posters in our building for more information.

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK: (Mar 27–Apr 2) Sunday- Elise Alvarez/Carrie Weigman, Monday- Jada Clifford/Carson
Dufault/Ron Schumacher, Tuesday- Eileen Ballou/Nicki Brastad/Douglas Cook, Wednesday- Jim Bjorgan/Gavin Blanck,
Thursday- James Day/Darla Priebe, Friday- …, Saturday- Jessica Anderson

PLANNING TO STOP IN? Please call the office first as school is now in session and we would appreciate notice of your arrival.
This will help us coordinate and better accommodate your visit. Office hours are 7:30am - 3:30pm, Monday - Friday
763-420-2426 (secretary@stjlutheran.org)
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