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† Palm Sunday Entrance †
April 5, 2020
Greeting
P
C

The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Amen.

P
C

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna to the Son of David.

P

Let us pray.
Most merciful God, as the people of Jerusalem, with palms in their hands, gathered to greet Your dearly beloved
Son when He came into His Holy City, grant that we may ever hail Him as our King and, when He comes again,
may go forth to meet Him with trusting and steadfast hearts and follow Him in the way that leads to eternal life;
through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
Amen.

Collect

C

Holy Gospel
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twelfth chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
P

John 12:12–19

12The

next day the large crowd that had come to the feast heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem. 13So they
took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, crying out, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name
of the Lord, even the King of Israel!” 14And Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, just as it is written,
15“Fear

not, daughter of Zion;
behold, your king is coming,
sitting on a donkey’s colt!”
16His

disciples did not understand these things at first, but when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that
these things had been written about him and had been done to him. 17The crowd that had been with him when he
called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from the dead continued to bear witness. 18The reason why the crowd
went to meet him was that they heard he had done this sign. 19So the Pharisees said to one another, “You see that
you are gaining nothing. Look, the world has gone after him.”
P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

P
C

Let us go forth in peace,
in the name of the Lord.

Processional Hymn: 442 All Glory, Laud, and Honor

Tune and text: Public domain

P
C

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Sunday of the Passion
A time of silence is observed to highlight the contrast between Jesus’ triumphal entry and His passion.

Collect of the Day
P Let us pray.
Almighty and everlasting God, You sent Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to take upon Himself our flesh and to
suffer death upon the cross. Mercifully grant that we may follow the example of His great humility and patience and
be made partakers of His resurrection; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
Sit

Epistle
Philippians 2:5–11
5Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6who, though he was in the form of God, did not count
equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7but made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of
men. 8And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.
9Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 10so that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the
glory of God the Father.
A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Verse: 440 Jesus, I Will Ponder Now

st. 1

Tune and text: Public domain

THE PASSION OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST
AS RECORDED IN THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO SAINT MATTHEW
Matthew 26:31-46 – The Prayer in the Garden of Our Lord Jesus
31 Then Jesus said to them, “You will all fall away because of me this night. For it is written, ‘I will strike the shepherd, and the
sheep of the flock will be scattered.’ 32 But after I am raised up, I will go before you to Galilee.” 33 Peter answered him, “Though
they all fall away because of you, I will never fall away.” 34 Jesus said to him, “Truly, I tell you, this very night, before the rooster
crows, you will deny me three times.” 35 Peter said to him, “Even if I must die with you, I will not deny you!” And all the disciples
said the same.
36 Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to his disciples, “Sit here, while I go over there and pray.”
37 And taking with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, he began to be sorrowful and troubled. 38 Then he said to them, “My
soul is very sorrowful, even to death; remain here, and watch with me.” 39 And going a little farther he fell on his face and prayed,
saying, “My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will.” 40 And he came to the
disciples and found them sleeping. And he said to Peter, “So, could you not watch with me one hour? 41 Watch and pray that you
may not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 42 Again, for the second time, he went away and
prayed, “My Father, if this cannot pass unless I drink it, your will be done.” 43 And again he came and found them sleeping, for
their eyes were heavy. 44 So, leaving them again, he went away and prayed for the third time, saying the same words again. 45 Then
he came to the disciples and said to them, “Sleep and take your rest later on. See, the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is
betrayed into the hands of sinners. 46 Rise, let us be going; see, my betrayer is at hand.”
Hymn: 436 Go to Dark Gethsemane

Text and tune: Public domain

st. 1

Matthew 26:47-68 – The Betrayal, Arrest, and Trial of Our Lord Jesus
47
While he was still speaking, Judas came, one of the twelve, and with him a great crowd with swords and clubs, from the
chief priests and the elders of the people. 48Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is the man; seize
him.” 49And he came up to Jesus at once and said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” And he kissed him. 50Jesus said to him, “Friend, do what
you came to do.” Then they came up and laid hands on Jesus and seized him. 51And behold, one of those who were with Jesus
stretched out his hand and drew his sword and struck the servant of the high priest and cut off his ear. 52Then Jesus said to him,
“Put your sword back into its place. For all who take the sword will perish by the sword. 53Do you think that I cannot appeal to
my Father, and he will at once send me more than twelve legions of angels? 54But how then should the Scriptures be fulfilled, that
it must be so?” 55At that hour Jesus said to the crowds, “Have you come out as against a robber, with swords and clubs to capture
me? Day after day I sat in the temple teaching, and you did not seize me. 56But all this has taken place that the Scriptures of the
prophets might be fulfilled.” Then all the disciples left him and fled.
57
Then those who had seized Jesus led him to Caiaphas the high priest, where the scribes and the elders had gathered. 58And
Peter was following him at a distance, as far as the courtyard of the high priest, and going inside he sat with the guards to see the
end. 59Now the chief priests and the whole Council were seeking false testimony against Jesus that they might put him to death,
60
but they found none, though many false witnesses came forward. At last two came forward 61and said, “This man said, ‘I am
able to destroy the temple of God, and to rebuild it in three days.’” 62And the high priest stood up and said, “Have you no answer
to make? What is it that these men testify against you?” 63But Jesus remained silent. And the high priest said to him, “I adjure
you by the living God, tell us if you are the Christ, the Son of God.” 64Jesus said to him, “You have said so. But I tell you, from
now on you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power and coming on the clouds of heaven.” 65Then the high priest
tore his robes and said, “He has uttered blasphemy. What further witnesses do we need? You have now heard his blasphemy.
66What is your judgment?” They answered, “He deserves death.” 67Then they spit in his face and struck him. And some slapped
him, 68saying, “Prophesy to us, you Christ! Who is it that struck you?”
Hymn: 421 Jesus, Grant That Balm and Healing

Text and tune: Public domain

sts. 3–4

Matthew 26:69-75 – Peter Denies His Lord, Jesus Christ
69
Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. And a servant girl came up to him and said, “You also were with Jesus the
Galilean.” 70But he denied it before them all, saying, “I do not know what you mean.” 71And when he went out to the entrance,
another servant girl saw him, and she said to the bystanders, “This man was with Jesus of Nazareth.” 72And again he denied it
with an oath: “I do not know the man.” 73After a little while the bystanders came up and said to Peter, “Certainly you too are one
of them, for your accent betrays you.” 74Then he began to invoke a curse on himself and to swear, “I do not know the man.” And
immediately the rooster crowed. 75And Peter remembered the saying of Jesus, “Before the rooster crows, you will deny me three
times.” And he went out and wept bitterly.
Hymn: 423 Jesus, Refuge of the Weary

Tune and text: Public domain

st. 1

Matthew 27:1-26 – The Trial of Our Lord Jesus before Pontius Pilate
1
When morning came, all the chief priests and the elders of the people took counsel against Jesus to put him to death. 2And
they bound him and led him away and delivered him over to Pilate the governor.
3
Then when Judas, his betrayer, saw that Jesus was condemned, he changed his mind and brought back the thirty pieces of
silver to the chief priests and the elders, 4saying, “I have sinned by betraying innocent blood.” They said, “What is that to us? See
to it yourself.” 5And throwing down the pieces of silver into the temple, he departed, and he went and hanged himself. 6But the
chief priests, taking the pieces of silver, said, “It is not lawful to put them into the treasury, since it is blood money.” 7So they
took counsel and bought with them the potter’s field as a burial place for strangers. 8Therefore that field has been called the Field
of Blood to this day. 9Then was fulfilled what had been spoken by the prophet Jeremiah, saying, “And they took the thirty pieces
of silver, the price of him on whom a price had been set by some of the sons of Israel, 10and they gave them for the potter’s field,
as the Lord directed me.”
11
Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” Jesus said, “You have
said so.” 12But when he was accused by the chief priests and elders, he gave no answer. 13Then Pilate said to him, “Do you not
hear how many things they testify against you?” 14But he gave him no answer, not even to a single charge, so that the governor
was greatly amazed.
15
Now at the feast the governor was accustomed to release for the crowd any one prisoner whom they wanted. 16And they
had then a notorious prisoner called Barabbas. 17So when they had gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you want me to
release for you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?” 18For he knew that it was out of envy that they had delivered him up.
19
Besides, while he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, “Have nothing to do with that righteous man, for
I have suffered much because of him today in a dream.” 20Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for
Barabbas and destroy Jesus. 21The governor again said to them, “Which of the two do you want me to release for you?” And they
said, “Barabbas.” 22Pilate said to them, “Then what shall I do with Jesus who is called Christ?” They all said, “Let him be
crucified!” 23And he said, “Why, what evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, “Let him be crucified!”
24So when Pilate saw that he was gaining nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he took water and washed his hands
before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this man’s blood; see to it yourselves.” 25And all the people answered, “His blood be
on us and on our children!” 26Then he released for them Barabbas, and having scourged Jesus, delivered him to be crucified.
Hymn: 430 My Song Is Love Unknown

Tune: © John Ireland Trust. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003065
Text: Public domain

Stand

sts. 3, 5

Matthew 27:27-44 – The Mockery and Crucifixion of Our Lord Jesus
27
Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters, and they gathered the whole battalion before
him. 28And they stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, 29and twisting together a crown of thorns, they put it on his head and
put a reed in his right hand. And kneeling before him, they mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 30And they spit on him
and took the reed and struck him on the head. 31And when they had mocked him, they stripped him of the robe and put his own
clothes on him and led him away to crucify him.
32
As they went out, they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name. They compelled this man to carry his cross. 33And when
they came to a place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull), 34they offered him wine to drink, mixed with gall, but when
he tasted it, he would not drink it. 35And when they had crucified him, they divided his garments among them by casting lots.
36Then they sat down and kept watch over him there. 37And over his head they put the charge against him, which read, “This is
Jesus, the King of the Jews.” 38Then two robbers were crucified with him, one on the right and one on the left. 39And those who
passed by derided him, wagging their heads 40and saying, “You who would destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, save
yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from the cross.” 41So also the chief priests, with the scribes and elders, mocked
him, saying, 42“He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come down now from the cross, and we
will believe in him. 43He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he desires him. For he said, ‘I am the Son of God.’” 44And the
robbers who were crucified with him also reviled him in the same way.
Hymn: 439 O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken

Text and tune: Public domain

sts. 1–3

Matthew 27:45-56 – The Death of Our Lord Jesus
45
Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the ninth hour. 46And about the ninth hour Jesus cried
out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 47And some
of the bystanders, hearing it, said, “This man is calling Elijah.” 48And one of them at once ran and took a sponge, filled it with
sour wine, and put it on a reed and gave it to him to drink. 49But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save
him.” 50And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice and yielded up his spirit.
51
And behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. And the earth shook, and the rocks were split.
52
The tombs also were opened. And many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised, 53and coming out of the tombs
after his resurrection they went into the holy city and appeared to many. 54When the centurion and those who were with him,
keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, they were filled with awe and said, “Truly this was the Son
of God!”
55There were also many women there, looking on from a distance, who had followed Jesus from Galilee, ministering to him,
56among whom were Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of James and Joseph and the mother of the sons of Zebedee.
Hymn: 451 Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted

sts. 1, 3

Tune and text: Public domain

Matthew 27:57-66 – The Burial of Our Lord Jesus
57When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who also was a disciple of Jesus. 58He went
to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Then Pilate ordered it to be given to him. 59And Joseph took the body and wrapped it in
a clean linen shroud 60and laid it in his own new tomb, which he had cut in the rock. And he rolled a great stone to the entrance
of the tomb and went away. 61Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were there, sitting opposite the tomb.
62Next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered before Pilate 63and said, “Sir, we
remember how that impostor said, while he was still alive, ‘After three days I will rise.’ 64Therefore order the tomb to be made
secure until the third day, lest his disciples go and steal him away and tell the people, ‘He has risen from the dead,’ and the last
fraud will be worse than the first.” 65Pilate said to them, “You have a guard of soldiers. Go, make it as secure as you can.” 66So
they went and made the tomb secure by sealing the stone and setting a guard.
P
C
Sit

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Hymn of the Day: 438 A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth

Tune: Public domain
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003065

Sermon

Stand

God Does Nothing (Amos 3:7; Matthew 26:31-35)

Apostles’ Creed
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.
Prayer of the Church
Lord’s Prayer
Closing Collect
Benediction

LSB 166

Hymn to Depart: 531 Hail, Thou Once Despised Jesus

Tune and text: Public domain
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Holy Week Schedule (Live-streamed services at www.stjlutheran.org)
Palm Sunday- 9:30am Service of the Word
Mon-Wed- 7pm meditations on the Word
Maundy Thurs- 7pm Service of the Word with Stripping of the Altar
Good Friday- 9am Chapel for School Children (Facebook Live)
12:30pm - Chief Service of the Word
3:00pm- A devotion at the hour Christ died
7:00pm- Tenebrae Vespers
Saturday- 7pm Easter Vigil
Sunday- 6am Easter Sunrise and 9:30 Easter Day – without being able to hold the traditional Easter Breakfast we encourage you to
hold your own special Easter Breakfast at home between 7 and 9:30. Dress up! Dine In! And take some pictures to share with your
fellow church members!

Prayer Requests & Announcements
Pastor—Family Visitations: To make an appointment for confession and absolution, prayer, a devotion, or
receiving Holy Communion, please call the church office 763-420-2426.
REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS:
Members who are sick and in need of healing and comfort—Rick Bymark (wife Jackie, son Hank), Lynn Slauson, Pam Linton
(daughter of LaVerne & Arlene Bagne), Ilene Shepherd, Brigette Ritter, Diane Lawrence, Dr. Crystal Rossow, Charice McDowell, Mavis
Kalk, Joyce O’Hern, Melvin Haag, Pr. Steven Briel, and Carol Heinen (mother of Andrew Heinen). Our Lord Jesus, who reached out to
heal and comfort the sick and dying, continues to reach out with His healing Word through us. Cards, phone calls, and prayers are
always appreciated. If you know of someone who is sick or hospitalized, please inform your pastors.
Our homebound members are John and Arleen Barrett, Linda Bredenberg, Sue Erickson, Marlys Johnson, Inez Koehler, Steve Orbin, Gerald
Oswald, Mark Pruhs, Amy Schalo, and Ilene Shepherd.

All those serving in our Armed Forces—Agena Christophersen (Belgium), Nicholas Malikowski (California), Kevin Mazurowski
(Deployed), Nathan Mazurowski (Arizona), Isak Preus (Florida), Brian Pruhs (Germany), Joseph Radintz (home), Emily Sawyer (Florida), and
Danny Schilling (home).

Those who have lost loved ones during the past year—the family of Audrey Bauermeister, Shirley Holthus & family (at the loss of
her sister, Sharon Berndt), the family of Dorothy Cooper, the family of Pr. Roger Dramstad (former Circuit Pr.-Eternal Hope, Brooklyn
Park), Jerry Rogge & family (at the loss of his father Merlyn), Katie Moss & family (at the loss of her grandmother Barbara Behling),
Rob Essig & family (at the loss of his brother-in-law Barry Schramel), Mark Ellinger & family (at the loss of his mother Ruth), the family
of Robert Malwitz, the family of Alvin Cook, and the family of Betty Schmiege.
And we remember those who have recently lost loved ones—Justin Bermel & family (at the loss of his father Douglas, and his
brother Jeffrey), Rob Borcherding & family (at the loss of his mother Carol), the family of Rev. Greg Tyler (Pastor at St. Paul Lutheran
in Osseo), Lisa Kolander & family (at the loss of her mother Lucy Fairchild), Jan Stadler & family (at the loss of her sister, JoAnne
Hackbarth), John Meyer & family (at the loss of his brother Jeff), and the family of Larry Jobes.
All expecting families and their unborn children—especially Maria & Jeremy Koosman, and Zach and Megan Stewart. If you would
like to announce your pregnancy to the Church that we might pray for you, please contact one of our pastors.
THIS WEEK: The congregations in our circuit are praying for Shepherd of the Grove Lutheran & Childcare Center, Maple Grove, and Pastor
Tim Lamkin, Sr.
PRAYING FOR OUR CHURCH & SCHOOL: This week we pray for Property & Grounds Deacons Dan Holthus & Phil Koehler and the Board
Members, and also for our Kitchen Managers, Heather Bursch & Lynn Schutte, along with all of the lunch helpers.

† Announcements †
SOCIAL DISTANCING: All St. John’s regularly scheduled services, events, and activities have been cancelled until further notice. Pastor—
Family Visitation appointments are being scheduled; please keep in mind your social distancing awareness and hygiene guidelines when
entering the building and encountering other individuals.
CONGREGATIONAL ASSEMBLY: We will reschedule the meeting as soon as practical once the current social distancing policies
associated with the Coronavirus pandemic are loosened. We plan to use the same packets that have already been distributed for the meeting.
Please continue to keep St. John’s, our members, our community and our country in your prayers as we deal with this crisis.
IN APPRECIATION: A special thank you to Pastor Johnson for his visits and prayers with Larry. Thank you to the Pastors for their
continuous prayers, words of comfort, cards and calls… and also thank you to the congregation for their prayers, cards, gifts, and words of
comfort. All are very much appreciated by the Larry Jobes family.
THANK YOU: I want to thank all of you who have been remembering me with cards and phone calls following my knee surgery. I am doing
well and progressing with my physical therapy. Hopefully by late Spring I'll be "back in the saddle" again hiking and biking, etc. God keep all
of you safe during this Corona virus epidemic. We know that our lives are always in God's hands and, as His baptized children, we also know
and are confident that His good and gracious will is always done for Jesus' sake. God's peace and continued blessings to all of you. ~Pr. Briel
BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK: (April 5-April 11) Sunday- Mason Jaster/Casey Philipp/John Purdes/Roger Schalo, Monday- Douglas Winsor,
Tuesday- Becky Bredenberg/Riley Klein/Grady Mathwig/Dennis Schwecke, Wednesday- Kevin Pomerenke, Thursday- Annika
Dufault/Todd Haag, Joshua Ims, Friday- Kyle Bode, Peter MacMillan, Saturday- Donald Kalk, Coralyn Koehler, Daniel Picotte, Mackenzie
Sumstad.

FINANCIAL UPDATE
Total General Fund Receipts-All Sources
Amount Needed
Amount Ahead (Behind)
% Ahead (-Behind)

Last Week*
03/29/20

$ 22,948
$ 27,996
$ (5,048)

Year-to-date

since 07/01/19

$ 1,192,423
$ 1,337,047
$ (144,625)
-11%

Current Building Mortgage Balance (March 31, 2020): $328,687

