EVENSONG
July 1, 2020 – Wednesday after Trinity III
The name Evensong: We will be using the order of Vespers from Lutheran Service Book (page 229) but I’ve titled the service
“Evensong” which is a traditional English title for an evening service of hymn and chant, usually led by a choir. These can be found
all across England in cathedrals, churches, and schools, sometimes offered daily.
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Sit

612 As Rebels, Lord, Who Foolishly Have Wandered

Text: © 1992 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003065
Tune: © 2003 Jeffrey N. Blersch. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003065

Readings
Micah 7:18-20
18 Who is a God like you, pardoning iniquity
and passing over transgression
for the remnant of his inheritance?
He does not retain his anger forever,
because he delights in steadfast love.
19 He will again have compassion on us;
he will tread our iniquities underfoot.
You will cast all our sins
into the depths of the sea.
20 You will show faithfulness to Jacob
and steadfast love to Abraham,
as you have sworn to our fathers
from the days of old.
Acts 9:1-18
But Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest 2 and asked
him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any belonging to the Way, men or women, he
might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3 Now as he went on his way, he approached Damascus, and suddenly a
light from heaven shone around him. 4 And falling to the ground, he heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why
are you persecuting me?” 5 And he said, “Who are you, Lord?” And he said, “I am Jesus, whom you are
persecuting. 6 But rise and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.” 7 The men who were traveling
with him stood speechless, hearing the voice but seeing no one. 8 Saul rose from the ground, and although his
eyes were opened, he saw nothing. So they led him by the hand and brought him into Damascus. 9 And for three
days he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank.

there was a disciple at Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision, “Ananias.” And he
said, “Here I am, Lord.” 11 And the Lord said to him, “Rise and go to the street called Straight, and at the house
of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul, for behold, he is praying, 12 and he has seen in a vision a man
named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he might regain his sight.” 13 But Ananias answered,
“Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much evil he has done to your saints at Jerusalem. 14 And
here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who call on your name.” 15 But the Lord said to him, “Go,
for he is a chosen instrument of mine to carry my name before the Gentiles and kings and the children of Israel.
16 For I will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.” 17 So Ananias departed and entered
the house. And laying his hands on him he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus who appeared to you on the road
by which you came has sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18 And
immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and he regained his sight. Then he rose and was baptized.
10 Now

Luke 15:11-32
11 And he said, “There was a man who had two sons. 12 And the younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give
me the share of property that is coming to me.’ And he divided his property between them. 13 Not many days later,
the younger son gathered all he had and took a journey into a far country, and there he squandered his property
in reckless living. 14 And when he had spent everything, a severe famine arose in that country, and he began to be
in need. 15 So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to
feed pigs. 16 And he was longing to be fed with the pods that the pigs ate, and no one gave him anything.
17 “But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father's hired servants have more than enough bread,
but I perish here with hunger! 18 I will arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned
against heaven and before you. 19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Treat me as one of your hired
servants.”’ 20 And he arose and came to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and
felt compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. 21 And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned
against heaven and before you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 22 But the father said to his servants,
‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. 23 And bring the
fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate. 24 For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost,
and is found.’ And they began to celebrate.
25 “Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and drew near to the house, he heard music and dancing.
26 And he called one of the servants and asked what these things meant. 27 And he said to him, ‘Your brother has
come, and your father has killed the fattened calf, because he has received him back safe and sound.’ 28 But he
was angry and refused to go in. His father came out and entreated him, 29 but he answered his father, ‘Look, these
many years I have served you, and I never disobeyed your command, yet you never gave me a young goat, that I
might celebrate with my friends. 30 But when this son of yours came, who has devoured your property with
prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf for him!’ 31 And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that
is mine is yours. 32 It was fitting to celebrate and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost,
and is found.’”
Responsory
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915 Today Your Mercy Calls Us

Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon

Who Are You?

Canticle
Stand

Magnificat
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Prayer
Kyrie
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Lord’s Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven…
Collects

Collect of the Day
P O God, the protector of all who trust in You, without whom nothing is strong and nothing is holy, multiply Your
mercy on us that, with You as our ruler and guide, we may so pass through things temporal that we lose not the
things eternal; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
Collect for Peace
L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your servants, that peace
which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also that we, being
defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
Benedicamus
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Benediction
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