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WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Each Sunday 

• 8:00am Divine Service 

(live streamed) 

• 9:30am Adult Bible 

Study  

• 10:30am Divine Service 

Each Monday in June-

August 

• 7:00pm Divine 

Service 
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IN THIS ISSUE 

• August Birthdays 

• Announcements 
• Deacon Council June 

Meeting Minutes 
• August Church Calendar 

REMINDERS 

Please notify the secretary of any 

changes in personal 

information, including address, 

phone number, email, etc. 

 

If you are unable to serve on your 

scheduled day, it is your 

responsibility to find someone to 

serve in your place.  

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,  

In this August letter we seek to give some notes on the Lutheran 

understanding of the saints in support of our summer bible class 

series on saint feast days and commemorations from our Lutheran 

calendar.  Did you know that the frontmatter in LSB gives you the 

dates for both the “Feasts and Festivals” and for a second grouping 

called “Commemorations”?  The first category (page xi) focuses on 

those people and events most closely connected to Christ in the 

history of salvation, with almost all of them being found in the pages 

of the New Testament.  The second category (pages xii and xiii) 

provides dates for the people and events from further out in the Old 

Testament, the New Testament periphery, and the eras since then 

down to our own most recent centuries.  No matter where or when 

these brothers and sisters in Christ lived (and carried out their 

vocations), it is precisely their connection to Christ (by faith) that is 

the most important part of our connection to them.  This connection 

has its foundation in our own faith in Christ today and takes its shape 

according to the Twenty-First Article of the Augsburg Confession, in 

remembrance and in imitation: “our churches teach that the 

remembrance of the saints is to be commended in order that we 

may imitate their faith and good works according to our calling.”  

To remember them, we need to know them.  Just as it could be said 

that the Bible is, in some ways, a family story and history (of first-

father Adam and forefather Abraham), so too could it be said that the 

Church is an ongoing family story and history of faith in Christ, who 

is the second Adam, the Son of Abraham and of David, and truly, the 

eternal Son of God.  He makes us to be sons of God through faith 

(Galatians 3:26; Galatians 3:27), heirs of His kingdom that shall have 

no end (Luke 1:33; Romans 8:17; Revelation 11:15).  The saints are 

important representatives of the whole large number of people with 

whom we will be living eternal life.  We remember them (yes even 

honor them) well when we trace all the good done for them and 

through them back to God Himself.  It is also an important part of 

proper remembrance to not make of them more than they were or 

are.  In their past earthly life they were like us:  sinners who lived by 

faith and carried out their vocations weakly, but in dependence on 

God’s strength.  In their present heavenly life there’s much we do 

not know:  it is very likely they pray for God’s kingdom (and so, in a 

general sense, us too), but they do not have special, direct influence 

over the course of life (or areas of life—like the so-called “patron 
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God’s strength.  In their present heavenly life there’s much we do not know:  it is very likely they pray for 

God’s kingdom (and so, in a general sense, us too), but they do not have special, direct influence over the 

course of life (or areas of life—like the so-called “patron saints” of Roman Catholicism) here on earth.    

For the first point, hear the Apology of the Augsburg Confession (XXI:9-10):  “to be sure, concerning the 

saints we grant that in heaven they pray for the church in general, just as they prayed for the entire 

church while living...it still does not follow that they are to be invoked [called upon].”  For the second 

point, later in the same article, we see the judgment of the Lutheran Church regarding their supposed 

ongoing, direct influence and involvement (XXI:32):  “among [Roman] theologians this error also 

prevails:  that a special sphere of activity has been assigned to each saint...these opinions clearly rose 

from pagan examples.”  The key point returns the focus of our current life and vocations back to Christ 

(XXI:34, 31):  “when we seek other mediators in addition to Christ and place our trust in them, our entire 

knowledge of Christ disappears...for we know that we must place trust in the intercession of Christ 

because it alone has God’s promise.  We know that the merits of Christ alone are an atoning sacrifice for 

us.  On account of the merits of Christ we are accounted righteous when we believe in him, as the text 

says [Romans 9:33; 1 Peter 2:6; and Isaiah 28:16—see also Romans 10:11; Psalm 25:2-3; Psalm 31:17]:  

‘Whoever believes in Him will not be put to shame.’  We are not justified by trusting in the merits of the 

blessed Virgin or any other saint.”  

Just as the Gospel-centered, Lutheran doctrine of justification frees a person for the proper use of good 

works (in service to our neighbor on earth in their need, rather than as a means—apart from Christ—for 

our own advancement in salvation), it also frees us for a proper use of the saints:  that we know them, 

remember them, honor them for what God did for them and through them, and imitate them in our own 

unique callings today.  Imitation is the highest form of flattery, so it is said.  Part of the drag of social 

media is that disconnected and unknown “influencers” shape the wants and the habits of those under its 

spell. The astonishing reality is that it is more possible to know a first-century saintly follower of Christ 

than it is to know (and follow) a contemporary influencer on the screen, due to the presence of Christ 

both for that far-off saint and for you, the believer, today.  He makes all the difference!  He makes it 

possible for me to recognize and understand the faith lived out by Christians before me in their own time 

and place, and to imitate their conduct and service—even though I live in a vastly different context both 

in time and in place.  I imitate them in my own callings with a kind of non-identical repetition of proper 

fear of God, love for Christ, and trust in the Holy Spirit’s ministry of bringing the love of God to me and to 

the world.  This kind of life of faith and love bears astounding similarity to the saints from wherever and 

whenever, even as it is honed to this community (here) and this generation (now), all to the praise of God 

in Christ Jesus.  

In Christ, 

Pastor Johnson 
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August 12 

• Reagan Johnson 
 

August 13 
 
August 14 

• Agena Christophersen 

• Conrad Meyer 

• Janelle Kliche 

• Sylvia Gapen 
 
August 15 

• Kristi Holthus 

• Naomi Schilling 

• Ryan Bahr 
 

August 16 

• Abbie MacMillan 
Gaffaney 

• Tim Radintz 
 

August 17 

• James Lynch 
 
August 18 

 
August 19 

• Comfort Lartey-Ofori 

• Dean Noren 

• Joey Heisler 
 
August 20 

• Gretchen Kliche 

• Jared Sandliuzza 

• Tifanne Wolter 
 
August 21 
 
August 22 

• Carol Jobes 

• Justin Maurer 
 
August 23 

• Amos Kuehne 
 
August 24 
 

August 25 

• Alexa Zupfer 

• David Diers 

• Leonie Meyer 
 

August 26 

• Debra Weinand 
 
August 27 

• Bonnie Radintz 

• Jamie Peterson 

• Nate Wicklund 

• Shirley Bjorgan 
 

August 28 

• Andrew Rather 

• Duane Abraham 

• James Wicht 

• Jerry Rogge 

• Kenneth Nelson 
 

August 29 

• Garrett Kothrade 

• Jayme Kruse 

• Marcia Schalo 

• Robert Kruse 
 
August 30 

• Brian Knutson 
 
August 31 

• John Olson 

• Scott Gehl 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS  

August 1 

• Jack Wicklund 

• Joshua Pomerenke 

• Mari Klesk 
 
August 2 

• Lukas Parris 

• Sarah Hennen 
 

August 3 

• Joy Koosman 

• Julie Christophersen 
 
August 4 

• Gayle Schlueter 

• Lois Anderson 
 

August 5 
 
August 6 

• Anna Carter 

• Janine DeSplinter 
 

August 7 

• Thomas Nordling 
 

August 8 

• Andrew Toelle 

• Cadence Kliche 

• James McGuire 

• JoAnn Wendlandt 

• Rebecca Gaffer 

• Sarah Bahr 

• Sylvia Uditsky 

• Tori Kuehne 
 

August 9 

• Chelsi Briel 

• Gary Volberding 
 

August 10 

• Laura Toelle 

• Nick Baltes 
 
August 11 

• Claire Bode 
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AUGUST ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

THERE IS NO FINANCIAL REPORT THIS MONTH because our business manager, Stephanie 

Parris, is closing out the 2025/26 fiscal year.  A complete report for the 2025/26 fiscal year will be 

included in the September newsletter. 

 

SUMMER BIBLE STUDY SERIES This Summer we will take a look at the holidays (literally, “Holy 

Days”) that mark the Church’s calendar. You will learn what they’re all about, how to celebrate them at 

home, and even some fun, memorable ways to show Christian hospitality as you “keep the festival”. 

 

MONDAY EVENING SERVICES will be offered in addition to the Sunday services beginning 

Monday, June 1st at 7pm and continuing through Monday, August 31.  

 

ST. JOHN’S SUMMER MEET UPS Moms and children, join us this summer as we meet up to enjoy 

fun activities and fellowship around town. All are welcome! Speak to Sarah Carter for more information. 

• Monday, August 3 at 10am – Como Zoo (St. Paul) 

o Enjoy the zoo and a picnic (bring your own lunch)! 

• Monday, August 10 at 10am – North Community Park (Rogers) 

o Playground and picnic fun (bring your own lunch)! 

 

SPECIAL GUEST PREACHER Sunday, August 2nd we will be honored to host the Bishop of the 

Siberian Evangelical Lutheran Church, the Rt. Rev. Vsevolod Lytkin.  He will preach at both services and 

present on his church body during the Bible study hour.  A special freewill offering will be collected for 

the Rt. Rev. Vsevolod Lytkin on this day. 

PROPERTY PURCHASE UPDATE At the Assembly meeting on the 12th, the congregation approved 

moving forward with the property purchase behind St. John's. At that time, our offer stood at $402,000 

against a counteroffer of $525,000. We're pleased to share that since then, negotiations have been 

successfully completed, and the seller has accepted our final offer of $425,000. 

We are now working through the mortgage and financing details and will provide additional updates as 

we move toward closing and finalize the remaining steps in the process. 

Thank you for your continued support, prayers, and trust throughout this effort. We are excited about the 

opportunities this property may provide for the future ministry and mission of St. John's. 

Leif Briel, Congregational President 

Chris Kruse, Deacon Chair 

ST. JOHN’S IS HIRING! St. John’s is seeking caring, dependable after-school ESP aides to help 

provide a safe and welcoming environment for preschool–8th grade students (aides may work with 

preschool and/or K–8 students). 

This part-time position runs Monday–Friday from 2:30–5:30 p.m. and pays $18–$20/hour. 

Applicants available only certain days are encouraged to apply. Additional summer hours (including 

full-time) may also be available. 
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For more information or to apply, contact ESP Director Kayla Harken at 

kayla.harken@stjlutheranschool.org. 

JOIN US AT THE 13TH ANNUAL GOLF CHARITY EVENT! We’ll see you at Rush Creek 

Golf Course on Saturday, September 19th! 

 

NOT A GOLFER? YOU CAN STILL SUPPORT ST. JOHN’S by being a sponsor of our Golf 

Tournament! Sponsorships and donations help make this event possible and strengthen the ministry of 

St. John’s Lutheran Church & School. Visit the golf tournament page today to learn how you can help. 

SENIOR MINISTRY ENRICHMENT EVENT We are looking forward to our next Enrichment Event 

which is the Osceola Fall Colors Train Ride in September or early October!   If you have any questions 

about this event or the Senior Ministry fellowship event, please contact STJLSenior@stjlutheran.org or 

call Chrys. 

A BIG “THANK YOU!’ is extending to everyone who made donations for the pro-life Women’s Care 

Center in Anoka. Thanks to you, we collected 10 baby afghans, 3 blankets, 3 pads, 3 shampoos, 5 onesies, 

7 pairs of socks, 1 pair of slippers, 4 boys shorts, 7 boys pants, 12 boys shirts, 17 boys sleepers, 8 boys 

onesies, 17 boys one piece , 17 boys outfits, 5 jackets, 2 hats, 10 girls shirts, 13 girls pants, 14 girls one 

piece, 10 girls sleepers, 6 girls outfits, 7 dresses, 12 pack of wipes, 222 diapers. Everything was greatly 

appreciated by the center, especially the boy items which are very much needed at this time. 

JOIN US IN THE PARADE! St. John’s is participating in the Osseo Lions Roar parade this 

summer, and we want YOU to join us! Grab your St. John’s gear, put on some comfortable 

walking shoes, and enjoy a fun evening together as we connect with the community and share 

a little St. John’s spirit. Light snacks and water will be available. 
 

Who: Parents, grandparents, aunts and uncles, current, future, and former students are all  

welcome!! Feel free to participate in one or both of the parades!  

What: We’ll have a decorated trailer pulled by a truck (and transportation  

from parking to the float). 

When: Sat., Sep. 12 at 12:00pm 

 

Scan the QR codes for more info and to sign up to join us.                                                      

 

TUESDAY BIBLE STUDY meets weekly at 9:00am in the auxiliary room. Pr. Moss is leading a study 

of The Book of Psalms.  

2026 ALTAR GUILD SCHEDULE 

January: Arlene R. & LuAn S.   July: Arlene R. & LuAn S. 

February: Deb K. & Rocky J.   August: Deb K. & Rocky J. 

March: Theresa G. & Jill G.    September: Theresa G. & Jill G. 

April: Julie M. & Brenna K.    October: Julie M. & Brenna K. 
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May: Beth G., Kayleigh R., LeAnn C.   November: Beth G. & LeAnn C. 

June: Janine D. & Elizabeth K.   December: Janine D. & Elizabeth K. 

Life Notes:   It’s easy for us to sit and point our fingers at those who commit 

sins against life. But we must all remember that we were “brought forth in 

iniquity” and “conceived in sin” (Psalm 51:5). We have each committed our 

own sins against life and must “take heed” lest we fall into the same sins of sexual immorality and 

grumbling (1 Corinthians 10:10-12). Thankfully, God is faithful to “cleanse us from our sins” (Psalm 51:2) 

and “provide the way of escape” (1 Corinthians 10:13). 

To read more or to learn more about Lutherans for Life, visit www.LutheransforLife.org. 

How can we show we are pro-life? Here are a few ideas: as a family pray together, attend church 

together, eat as many meals as you can together, celebrate all milestones such as birthdays, Baptisms, 

first date anniversary, engagement anniversary, and wedding anniversary.  All activities done as a family 

also show the public that we are pro-life. As the children get older involve them in some pro-life 

activities. As relatives, neighbors, and friends age have your children help them with you.  All these ideas 

show we are pro-life. Can you think of more ideas? 



 

 
 



COUNSEL OF DEACONS OFF-CYLCE MEETING MINUTESS 

June 2, 2026 

Chris Kruse, Stu Glock, Mark Radintz, Ron Tarvin, Joel Johnson, Dan Kohlander, Tim Lodhotlz,             

Pastor Moss, Dr. Skura and Pete Ims in attendance 

Call to Order 6:03 PM 

Discussed options on Lucas Property 

Directed issue to Endowment Advisory Committee 

Discussed constitutional requirements to attempt to purchase property 

Motion/second/approved to call special congregational assembly meeting for June 21, 2026 to purchase 

property 

Motion/second/approved to adjourn meeting at 6:50 PM 

Closed with prayer. 

 

Acting Secretary 

Pete Ims 



St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church and School 

Council of Deacons meeting minutes 

June 11th, 2026 

In attendance: Pr. Moss, Grant Birzneiks, Joel Johnson, Chris Kruse, Dan Kolander 

                Pete Ims, Mark Radintz, Ron Tarvin 

                Phil Koehler, Gary Volberding, Stu Glock, Tim Lodholtz 

Call to order at 7:02 by chairman Chris Kruse 

Opening prayer: Pr. Moss 

Theological study: The Sacrament of the Alter, Large Catechism p. 299-309. 

Deacon Minutes: 

No minutes to approve as we did not have a meeting in May. 

Pastor’s Report: Written report submitted 

-Motion was made to approve new members: David & Jenna Burkland and 3 sons, Athony & Gina Benincasa 
and Quinn, Brianna Foulke and Malachi, Joseph & Megan Fricke and 2 children, Greg & Rochelle Maki, Nate & 
Maren Nodland and 3 children, Tyler & Tracy Pederson and 3 children, Ricky & Nancy Stahr, Marilyn Rauch,  
Brent & Jocelin Sweeney and 4 children, Steve & Janet Treat, Mike & Kris Radke.                                                            
Motion was seconded. Motion approved.        

-Motion to approve transfer of members: William Walters, Al Berge, Dick & Joy Rau. Motion seconded.   
Motion approved.                                                                                             

Board of Spiritual Life: Written report submitted 

 -Website is going to be updated soon.  

 -7 people applied for the church worker scholarship. 1 person was disqualified. 6 people received a $700 
scholarship.                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Business Manager: Written report submitted                                     

Board of Administration: Written report submitted 

-Tabling changing of time for the spring congregation meeting 

-Health care costs is a struggle for some teachers.  

Principal’s Report: Written report submitted 

Board of Education: Written report submitted 

Congregational President: No report 

Safety Team: Written report submitted   



Motion was made to approve the reports. Seconded. Motion approved 

Old Business:  

-Safety Team Oversight Committee (STOC) update: had one meeting, revising handbook 

-Future opportunities from Pr. Moss’s letter to the congregation: Vicarage Program action to take place in Aug. 

New Business:      

-BOE board member addition: Motion to approve Krista Anderson as new member of the BOE.                    
Motion was seconded. Discussion. Motion approved.  

-Events at St. John’s: Priority is given to formal events in the building. Need to be in touch with Julie and 
Stephanie for approved dates and times. 

Resolutions:   

-Motion was made to approve Austin Carter and Alex Rank as new members of the Safety Team.               
Motion was seconded. Discussion occurred. Motion approved.    

-Motion was made to approve the Security Surveillance Access Privacy Policy. Motion was seconded. 
Discussion occurred. This was tabled until next month so revisions can be made.         

-Motion was made to approve updates and changes to the Compensation Decision Guidelines.                
Motion was seconded. Discussion occurred. Motion approved.     

-Motion was made to spend up to $10,000 for the removal of 18 trees. Motion was seconded.              
Discussion occurred. Motion approved.      

-Motion was made to approve Shari McGuire as a new member of the BOA. Motion was seconded. 
Discussion occurred. Motion approved.  

-Motion was made to approve $5000 initial budget for outside legal counsel to work with the Safety Team 
Oversight Committee. Motion was seconded. Discussion occurred. Motion approved.  

Adjoining property acquisition: Discussion occurred about the property that is for sale next to St. John’s. 
Many different details of the property, what the property could be used for in the future, what needs to occur 
to follow our constitution, and what needs to happen moving forward towards the possible purchase of the 
property.  

Motion was made, seconded, and approved to adjourn at 9:41 P.M. 

Meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

Phil Koehler, Secretary  
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*Join us for adult/high school open volleyball at 6pm each Sunday! 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 
26 

7:30am Adult choir warm-up 
8am Divine Service (c.c.) 
9:30am Adult Bible Study 
10:30am Divine Service (c.c.) 

27 
7pm Divine Ser. 

28 
9:00am Adult 
Bible Study 

 

29 
12pm Sunday 
Announcements 
Due 

30 
 

31 
 

1 
 

2 
8am Divine Service (i.c.) 

• Special guest pastor 
9:30am Adult Bible Study 
10:30am Divine Service (c.c.) 

• Special guest pastor 

3 
10am St. John’s 
Meet Up 

• Como Zoo 
7pm Divine Ser. 

4 
9:00am Adult 
Bible Study 
 

5 
12pm Sunday 
Announcements 
Due 
 

6 
DEACON REPORTS 

DUE 
 

7 
 

8 
 

 9 
8am Divine Service (c.c.) 
9:30am Adult Bible Study 
10:30am Divine Service (i.c.) 
 

10 
10am St. John’s 
Meet Up - Rogers 
7pm Divine Ser. 

11 
9:00am Adult 
Bible Study 
6:30pm PTL Mtg. 

12 
12pm Sunday 
Announcements 
Due 
2pm Church 
Directory Photos 

13 
2pm Church 
Directory Photos 
7pm Deacon’s 
Meeting 
 

14 
2pm Church 
Directory Photos 
 

 15 
10am Church 
Directory Photos 
 
 

16 
8am Divine Service (c.c.) 
9:30am Adult Bible Study  
10:30am Divine Service (c.c.) 

17 
7pm Divine Ser. 

18 
9:00am Adult 
Bible Study 
12pm Sr. Ministry 
Fellowship Event 
7pm Board 
Meetings 

19 
12pm Sunday 
Announcements & 
Sept. Newsletter 
Info Due 
 
 

20 
 
 

 

21 
 
 

22 

23 
8am Divine Service (c.c.) 
9:30am Adult Bible Study 
10:30am Divine Service (c.c.) 

24 
7pm Divine Ser. 

25 
9:00am Adult 
Bible Study 
 

26 
12pm Sunday 
Announcements 
Due 
4pm Back-to-
School Night 

27 
 

28 29 

30 
8am Divine Service (c.c.) 
9:30am Adult Bible Study 
10:30am Divine Service (c.c.) 

31 
1st Day of School 

(K-8) 
7pm Divine Ser. 

1 
9:00am Adult 
Bible Study 

 

2 3 
DEACON REPORTS 

DUE 
 

4 5 

“This is the day the Lord has made. Let us rejoice and be glad in it.” Psalm 118:24 
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The Service of Individual Confession & Absolution 

is available this month by appointment only. Take advantage of this 

opportunity to hear God’s Word of forgiveness spoken to you 

individually in Jesus’s Name. 

“If we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive us our 

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 

~1 John 1:9 

The Divine Service is live-streamed each Sunday at 8:00am. 
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