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Important Announcements
For those who watch services on Live-Stream
during the Coronavirus Pandemic
Maintaining Piety when Worshiping at Home: The best way to get the most out of this temporary set-up is to
keep things in your household as regular as possible:
• Print the bulletin or use your hymnals
• Dress like you would dress for church
• Stand when we stand, sit when we sit
• Sing along with the hymns
• Watch at the live time, Sunday morning, setting it aside as first priority instead of looking for whatever
time is most convenient for you
• Limit the distractions, toys, and tech so that the time is truly "sacred" (set-apart) for Christ and His means
of grace
These ideas can help you focus on the Service of the Word and will also help you prevent bad habits from
developing.
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† The Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity †
September 25, 2022
Preacher: Pr. Matthew Johnson
Liturgist: Pr. Matthew Moss
Kantor: Dr. Katie Moss

Special Note for the Live Stream: Because the Absolution and Communion are sacramental acts that require the inperson interaction of penitent & pastor and communicant & pastor, we will not Live Stream those portions of the Divine
Service. If you desire a more detailed explanation of the status of the controversies in Christianity and the LCMS around
these acts that have led us to this decision on this practice, your pastors are more than willing to discuss it with you.

750 If Thou But Trust in God to Guide Thee

5

Nor think amid the fiery trial
That God hath cast thee off unheard,
That he whose hopes meet no denial
Must surely be of God preferred.
Time passes and much change doth bring
And sets a bound to ev’rything.

6

All are alike before the Highest;
’Tis easy for our God, we know,
To raise thee up, though low thou liest,
To make the rich man poor and low.
True wonders still by Him are wrought
Who setteth up and brings to naught.
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7

Sing, pray, and keep His ways unswerving,
Perform thy duties faithfully,
And trust His Word; though undeserving,
Thou yet shalt find it true for thee.
God never yet forsook in need
The soul that trusted Him indeed.

Text: tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.
Text and tune: Georg Neumark, 1621–81
Text and tune: Public domain

Service of the Word
Introit

Psalm 86:4, 6, 15a, 16; antiphon: vv. 1a, 2b, 3

Incline your ear, O LORD, and | answer me,*
save your servant, who trusts in you—you | are my God.
Be gracious to me, | O Lord,*
for to you do I cry | all the day.
Gladden the soul of your | servant,*
for to you, O Lord, do I lift | up my soul.
Give ear, O LORD, | to my prayer;*
listen to my | plea for grace.
But you, O Lord, are a God merciful and | gracious;*
turn to me and be gra- | cious to me;
give your strength to your | servant,*
and save the son of your maid- | servant.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Incline your ear, O LORD, and | answer me,*
save your servant, who trusts in you—you | are my God.
Be gracious to me, | O Lord,*
for to you do I cry | all the day.

Kyrie

LSB 168
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This Is the Feast

LSB 171
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Salutation and Collect of the Day

P

Let us pray.
O Lord, we implore You, let Your continual pity cleanse and defend Your Church; and because she cannot continue
in safety without Your aid, preserve her evermore by Your help and goodness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Sit

Old Testament Reading
1 Kings 17:8–16
8Then the word of the LORD came to [Elijah], 9“Arise, go to Zarephath, which belongs to Sidon, and dwell there.
Behold, I have commanded a widow there to feed you.” 10So he arose and went to Zarephath. And when he came to the
gate of the city, behold, a widow was there gathering sticks. And he called to her and said, “Bring me a little water in a
vessel, that I may drink.” 11And as she was going to bring it, he called to her and said, “Bring me a morsel of bread in
your hand.” 12And she said, “As the LORD your God lives, I have nothing baked, only a handful of flour in a jar and a
little oil in a jug. And now I am gathering a couple of sticks that I may go in and prepare it for myself and my son, that
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we may eat it and die.” 13And Elijah said to her, “Do not fear; go and do as you have said. But first make me a little cake
of it and bring it to me, and afterward make something for yourself and your son. 14For thus says the LORD the God of
Israel, ‘The jar of flour shall not be spent, and the jug of oil shall not be empty, until the day that the LORD sends rain
upon the earth.’” 15And she went and did as Elijah said. And she and he and her household ate for many days. 16The jar
of flour was not spent, neither did the jug of oil become empty, according to the word of the LORD that he spoke by
Elijah.
A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual

Psalm 118:8–9

It is better to take refuge | in the LORD*
than to | trust in man.
It is better to take refuge | in the LORD*
than to trust in | princes.

Epistle

Galatians 5:25—6:10
25

If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit. 26Let us not become conceited, provoking one another, envying
one another.
1Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual should restore him in a spirit of gentleness.
Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be tempted. 2Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ. 3For if
anyone thinks he is something, when he is nothing, he deceives himself. 4But let each one test his own work, and then
his reason to boast will be in himself alone and not in his neighbor. 5For each will have to bear his own load.
6One who is taught the word must share all good things with the one who teaches. 7Do not be deceived: God is not
mocked, for whatever one sows, that will he also reap. 8For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap
corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life. 9And let us not grow weary of doing
good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not give up. 10So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone,
and especially to those who are of the household of faith.
A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Alleluia and Verse

LSB 173

Holy Gospel
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixth chapter.

24[Jesus

Matthew 6:24–34

said:] “No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted
to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money.
25“Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, nor about your
body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? 26Look at the birds of the air:
they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than
they? 27And which of you by being anxious can add a single hour to his span of life? 28And why are you anxious about
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clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, 29yet I tell you, even Solomon in all
his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 30But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is alive and tomorrow
is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? 31Therefore do not be anxious, saying,
‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32For the Gentiles seek after all these things,
and your heavenly Father knows that you need them all. 33But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and
all these things will be added to you.
34“Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself. Sufficient for the day is its
own trouble.”
P

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Sit

760 What God Ordains Is Always Good

5

What God ordains is always good:
Though I the cup am drinking
Which savors now of bitterness,
I take it without shrinking.
For after grief
God gives relief,
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My heart with comfort filling
And all my sorrow stilling.
6

What God ordains is always good:
This truth remains unshaken.
Though sorrow, need, or death be mine,
I shall not be forsaken.
I fear no harm,
For with His arm
He shall embrace and shield me;
So to my God I yield me.

Text: Samuel Rodigast, 1649–1708; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.
Tune: Severus Gastorius, 1646–82, alt.
Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon: “What Do You Seek?” (Matthew 6:32-34)
Stand

Nicene Creed
C I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Church
Following the prayers, the Live Stream ends and the Service of the Sacrament begins.
Acknowledgments
Divine Service, Setting Three from Lutheran Service Book
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001
by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2020 Concordia Publishing House.
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REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS:
Members who are sick and in need of healing and comfort— Rick Bymark, Lynn Slauson, Pam Linton (daughter of LaVerne &
Arlene Bagne), Ilene Shepherd, Mavis Kalk, Joyce O’Hern, Barb Grambart, Harlan Peterson, Tony Stadler, Ryan Fish, Shirley Bjorgan,
Renaye Day, Toya Fish, Lorena Remer, and Judie Berreau. Our Lord Jesus, who reached out to heal and comfort the sick and dying,
continues to reach out with His healing Word through us. Cards, phone calls, and prayers are always appreciated. If you know of
someone who is sick or hospitalized, please inform your pastors.
Our homebound members are Dale Avenson, John Barrett, Lorrayne Conley, Joan Dolbec, Sue Erickson, Joyce O’Hern, Mark Pruhs,
Lorena Remer, Amy Schalo, and Ilene Shepherd.
All those serving in our Armed Forces— Agena Christophersen (Arizona), Emily Giefer (Georgia), Kevin Mazurowski (Alaska),
Nathan Mazurowski (South Korea), Isak Preus (Texas), Brian Pruhs (Oklahoma), Joseph Radintz (home), and Danny Schilling (home).
Those who have lost loved ones during the past year— Katie Moss & family (at the loss of her grandfather Rev. Henry Behling),
Sarah Klein & family (at the loss of her father Wayne Wilson), Jason Brastad & family (at the loss of his grandmother), Tom Parduhn
& family (at the loss of his mother Laura), the family of Elwyn Manthei, Diane Schwecke & family (at the loss of her niece Jordyn
Meskan), the family of Susan Schutte, the family of Audrey Hansen, Kim Heinen & family (at the loss of her mother Cheryl
Tschaekofske), Arlene Rogge & family (at the loss of her aunt Merney Ankrom), the family of Bob Abraham, the family of Troy Miest,
the family of James Bjorgan (father of Leah Johnson), Ray Kaiser & family (at the loss of his mother Angie Kaiser), Shirley Bjorgan &
family (at the loss of her brother Anton Roggemann), Katie Moss & family (at the loss of her aunt Emily Rogers), and Cory Olson &
family (at the loss of his grandmother Ann Olson).
And we remember those who have recently lost loved ones— Leland Baldwin & family (at the loss of his brother LaVern), Maria
Koosman & family (at the loss of her father Joseph Betthauser), the family of Inez Koehler, the family of John Brooks Archer, and
Christine Wood & Ruth Kulberg and their families (at the loss of their father Rev. Marvin Blaske).
All expecting families and their unborn children— especially Jenna & Leighton Spaulding, Jessica & Jared Sandliuzza, Paige &
Andrew Windsperger, Elizabeth & Phil Koehler, Carrie & Dave Weigman, and Stephanie & Noah Heidorn. If you would like to
announce your pregnancy to the Church that we might pray for you, please contact one of our pastors.
THIS WEEK: The congregations in our circuit are praying for Eternal Hope Lutheran, Brooklyn Park, and Pastor Bill Hillyer.
PRAYING FOR OUR CHURCH & SCHOOL: This week we pray for Board of Spiritual Life Deacons Dave Kiesow, Phil Koehler,
Jerry Rogge, Ted Schmidt, Phil Schutte, Dennis Schwecke, and the staff, volunteers, and committees they oversee, and also for our
Third Grade Teacher Ruth Droogsma.
† Announcements †
SPECIAL FEAST DAYS THIS WEEK: 29 — St. Michael and All Angels.
SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY- Join us this Summer in between services for a special Bible study walking through BIG topics of Theology:
Biblical Theology, Cosmology, Christology, Soteriology, and Eschatology, that is: the studies of God, the World, Christ, Salvation, and
the Last Things.
September 25 2 Sam. 4:1-12 – Ish-bosheth Is Murdered
October 2
2 Sam. 5:1-16 – David Reigns over All Israel
TUESDAY BIBLE STUDY: Pastor Moss welcomes students of the Word to walk together through The Book of Psalms. We are going

in order from Psalm 1 to 150 no matter how many years it takes! It will be available on Facebook Live at the St. John’s Facebook page
each week, every Tuesday at 9am.
September 27- Psalm 13 "How long, O Yahweh?"
PREPARING FOR NEXT SUNDAY: Parents with hands full in the pews on Sunday morning sometimes need a little time with the
texts in the week leading up to a Service. People new to Lutheranism sometimes need more context to the Service. Some members
simply look for more in-depth study of the appointed readings. We encourage you to follow Issues, Etc. on your podcasting App or at
their website, especially using Pastor David Peterson’s “Looking Ahead to Sunday Morning (the 1-Year Lectionary)”. Next Sunday
October 2nd you will hear: 1 Kings 17:17-24, Ephesians 3:13-21, and Luke 7:11-17.

THE SERVICE OF INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION is available this month by appointment only. Take
advantage of this opportunity to hear God’s Word of forgiveness spoken to you individually in Jesus’ Name. “If we confess our sins,
God, who is faithful and just, will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” (1 John 1:9)
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DEACON COUNCIL: We thank God for providing us with four new deacons: Scott Kulberg, Ross Meyer, Cory Olson, and Russ
Reznecheck. Let us also thank God and extend our thanks to those completing their terms: Scott Gehl, Philip Koehler, Jerry Rogge,
and Phil Schutte.
CONGREGATIONAL OFFICERS: The Congregational Assembly has elected Steve Kruse to serve as President, Jamie Radintz to
serve as Secretary, and Tom Brady to serve as Treasurer. Let us thank God for these servants of Christ and their willingness to serve.
May we also extend our thanks to those who have completed terms of service: Erik Preus as President and Mike Gaffer as Treasurer.
ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK… Sunday, September 18th: Total 285 CM 201
ALTAR FLOWERS are in memory of Nathan as we remember him and celebrate his 13th heaven day.
~DJ, Nichole, Danny, Naomi, and Diana Schilling
2022 MISSION PROGRAMS: We currently continue to support the Synod mission program and that of Rev. Dr. Jastram. Please
note: Any contributions to missions other than these two options at this time will be divided between these two currently supported
programs. BSL will update you via the Announcements when we learn how and whom we may support via mission offerings going
forward. May God bless you for your generosity!
THE HISTORY COMMITTEE will meet TOMORROW Monday, Sept 26th at 6:30 pm. If you are interested in preserving the
history of St. John’s, please join us. Questions- contact Caroline Schaefer.

ATTENTION FAMILIES OF COLLEGE AGE STUDENTS: Please send us your college age student's address (even if they are
living at home, working or their school address stayed the same) so that St. John's may keep in touch with them throughout the year.
Email addresses Mary Brockberg. Please note if you do not supply an address you will not receive the mailings. Thank you and we
wish everyone a blessed fall!

Fellowship Committee:
WINE & CHEESE RECEPTION: THIS Thursday September 29th after the evening Feast of St. Michael and All Angels Vespers
Service, the Fellowship Committee will host a Wine & Cheese Reception to thank the Safety Team for their dedication and service;
your support will be appreciated with a special door offering. Please join us as we will be celebrating Pr. Moss’ birthday as well.
OKTOBERFEST CELEBRATION: Join us on Sunday October 9th 4:30-7:30pm at the Lookout Bar & Grill in Maple Grove
(8672 Pineview Ln N); hosted by the Fellowship Committee. Dinner from 5-6pm. RSVP by October 1st online using the QR code,
using the sign-up pages in the narthex, or by contacting Sarah Bahr.
NEW CHURCH PHOTO DIRECTORY: Our remaining dates of photography are THIS Tues & Wed, September 27th & 28th. For
participating you will receive a complimentary 8 x 10” portrait and a church directory. You will view your images right away and have
the chance to purchase family portraits for your own memories and to give as gifts. You can make an appointment either online or on
Sunday mornings in the narthex before and after services. The link for making your own appointment is www.ucdir.com …click on
“Schedule Appointment”. Our church code is “mn272” with the password of “photos” (all lowercase). Please call Sue Reznecheck or
Russ Reznecheck if you have any questions or need assistance with sign up.
YOUTH GROUP VOLUNTEERING: The Board of Spiritual Life and Pastors, on behalf of the whole Deacon Council and
congregation, would like to thank Jayme Kruse for her years of tireless service to our Lord and the youth of this congregation. She has
been a great blessing and leaves big shoes to fill! We would like to take this opportunity to explore all the options, including potentially
calling a church worker from the roster of Synod. We will need to have conversations about the commitment of St. John's to youth
ministry, and the commitment of our individual families to prioritizing and participating in youth ministry. To do that with the diligence
it deserves will take time, however. While we take the time to explore those options and decide together on a best course, we still need
to provide and facilitate this program year with fun events and service opportunities.
Those interested in helping should contact Pastor Moss.
YOUTH MINISTRY OPEN FORUM: The Pastors and BSL Deacons will host an Open Forum on Tues. Oct. 4 th at 7:00pm in
Fellowship Hall for the parents of current and upcoming youth. We will start with a brief study of Scripture on what God says about
ministering to this age group. Then we will seek your feedback on a long-term course of youth ministry at St. John’s. “What do we
want Youth Ministry to look like over the next decade at St. John’s?” You can share those comments on the spot, or take some time to
reflect and get them to us in writing.
THE BACH SOCIETY OF MN will be returning to St. John's for a concert on Saturday, March 4, 2023 (time, TBD). They are asking
our congregation to make a contribution of $2,000 towards their operating costs. They will come and perform regardless, but this would
be a good gesture on our part as we seek to reach out to our community and especially to those who already have a love for excellent
Page 11 of 16

and historic Lutheran music. Since this cost was not included in BSL's line of the 2022-2023 budget we are seeking interested donors
from the congregation to get in touch with BSL Chairman Phil Schutte to communicate your support for this event.
ADULT CATECHISM CLASSES have started as of Sept. 19th. We meet every Monday (except Oct. 3) from 6:30 - 8:00pm in the
Auxiliary Room. It's not too late to join, just get in touch with Pastor Moss.
FESTIVAL REFORMATION CHOIR: The choir is trying something new this fall. We invite you to join a festival Reformation
choir, open to all singers, young and old, brand-new and experienced! This short-term commitment involves the following three
Wednesday evening practices in addition to the 8:00 and 10:30 Divine Services on Sunday, October 30. Practices will be held in the
new music classroom from 7-8pm on October 12th, 19th, and 26th. Please contact Katie Moss or talk with any of our current choir
members for more information. We look forward to making music together to our Lord!
JOB OPPORTUNITY: St John’s is looking for some Part-Time Maintenance help! Are you mechanically inclined or generally
handy? We are looking to fill a part-time role (15-25 hours) for the church and school which would include mainly basic maintenance
duties (anything from changing light bulbs to switching out furnace filters to replacing light switches). Exact position responsibilities
and pay rate will vary depending on the skill level, reach out to our Business Manager (sam.kuphal@stjlutheran.org) or the church office
for more information.
35th ANNUAL MN LUTHERAN FREE CONFERENCE: Topic is “The State of Education in the USA: What Can Christians
Do?” on Saturday, Oct 29th at Redeemer Lutheran Church in St. Cloud from 9:30am to 3:30pm. Speakers: Dr. Ryan MacPherson
(Bethany Lutheran College, Mankato), Rev. Dr. Christian Preus (Mt. Hope Lutheran Church, Casper, WY), and Rev. Dr. Gregory Schulz
(Concordia University, Mequon, WI).
$30 registration ($10 students) includes coffee, rolls, and lunch: 320-252-8171
office@redeemerstcloud.org. Pre-registration by Oct 24th is required if the meal is desired. See flyers on the narthex table for more
information.
SHEPHERD OF THE GROVE warmly welcomes you to the Installation of Rev. Chou "Leng" Vang - Sunday, October 2, 2022 at
3pm, 11875 West Eagle Lake Dr, Maple Grove. A welcome reception will be held immediately after the service. Please let us know
if you plan to attend by registering at: go.sotg.org/installation
763-425-5941
BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK: (September 25–October 1) Sunday- Kara Birznieks, Monday- Tanya O'Hern/Paighton Thompson,
Tuesday- Kaitlyn Anderson, Wednesday- Theresa Gaffer/Luther Mathsen/Mason Schmidt/Olivia Skepper/William Walters,
Thursday- Owen Curd/Kim Heinen/Braxton Holovnia/Edwin Kothrade/Rylee Sumstad, Friday- Pr. Matthew Moss/Jennifer
Swanson, Saturday- Jason Christopher
PLANNING TO STOP IN? Please call the office first as we would appreciate notice of your arrival. With school now in session, this
will help us coordinate and better accommodate your visit. Normal office hours are 7:30am – 3:30pm, Monday - Friday, August 29th,
2022 - May 25th, 2023.
763-420-2426 (secretary@stjlutheran.org)
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