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Important Announcements
For those who watch services on Live-Stream
during the Coronavirus Pandemic
Maintaining Piety when Worshiping at Home: The best way to get the most out of this temporary set-up is to
keep things in your household as regular as possible:
• Print the bulletin or use your hymnals
• Dress like you would dress for church
• Stand when we stand, sit when we sit
• Sing along with the hymns
• Watch at the live time, Sunday morning, setting it aside as first priority instead of looking for whatever
time is most convenient for you
• Limit the distractions, toys, and tech so that the time is truly "sacred" (set-apart) for Christ and His means
of grace
These ideas can help you focus on the Service of the Word and will also help you prevent bad habits from
developing during our temporary suspension of Divine Services.
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† The Twenty-first Sunday after Trinity †
October 24, 2021
Preacher: Pr. Matthew Moss
Organist: Dr. Katie Moss
Special Note for the Live Stream: Because the Absolution and Communion are sacramental acts that require the in-person
interaction of penitent & pastor and communicant & pastor, we will not Live Stream those portions of the Divine Service. If
you desire a more detailed explanation of the status of the controversies in Christianity and the LCMS around these acts that
have led us to this decision on this practice, your pastors are more than willing to discuss it with you.

834 O God, O Lord of Heaven and Earth

Tune and text: © 1967 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003065

Pastoral Note regarding Confession & Absolution
In order to include the processional hymn on the Live Stream we are “televising” the Confession and Absolution when we had
not previously. To be clear this does not change the nature of what is and is not happening over the internet. As the Catechism
teaches us, “Confession has two parts; first that we confess our sins, and second that we receive absolution from the pastor as
from God Himself…”. A pastor cannot absolve people who are not present and have not made confession to him. In the same
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way we cannot baptize through the internet, nor can we consecrate bread and wine for holy communion over the internet. Consider
also, if we are speaking this absolution at 8:00 AM on Sunday and someone is watching it as a recording anytime later, that could
obviously not be a genuine absolution either. Treating the absolution as permission or preemptive forgiveness for sins not yet
committed would make a farse out of the genuine purpose of Confession & Absolution.
What can and should a Christian viewing the Live Stream do?
Christians can and should confess their sins to God through prayer daily. And they should remember their baptism and believe they
are forgiven for Jesus’ sake. The purpose of Confession and Absolution is to give special comfort to the penitent sinner who confesses
his sin to the pastor. As the Catechism goes on to say, “What sins should we confess? Before God we should plead guilty of all sins,
even those we are not aware of as we do in the Lord’s Prayer; but before the pastor we should confess only those sins which we know
and feel in our hearts.” If your conscience is still troubled even after confession through prayer to God, then please call one of your
pastors.

Stand

Service of the Word
Introit

Psalm 119:1, 38–40; antiphon: Liturgical Text

The whole world is | in your power;*
O Lord, King Almighty, no one can | gainsay you.
For you have made | heaven and earth;*
you are | Lord of all!
Blessèd are those whose way is | blameless,*
who walk in the law | of the LORD!
Confirm to your servant your | promise,*
that you | may be feared.
Turn away the reproach | that I dread,*
for your just de- | crees are good.
Behold, I long for your | precepts;*
in your righteousness | give me life!
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
The whole world is | in your power;*
O Lord, King Almighty, no one can | gainsay you.
For you have made | heaven and earth;*
you are | Lord of all!

Kyrie

LSB 168
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This Is the Feast

LSB 171
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Salutation and Collect of the Day

P

Let us pray.
O Lord, keep Your household, the Church, in continual godliness that through Your protection she may be free from
all adversities and devoutly given to serve You in good works; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Sit
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Old Testament Reading
Genesis 1:1—2:3
1
In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 2The earth was without form and void, and darkness was
over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters.
3And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4And God saw that the light was good. And God separated
the light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there
was morning, the first day.
6
And God said, “Let there be an expanse in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters.”
7
And God made the expanse and separated the waters that were under the expanse from the waters that were above the
expanse. And it was so. 8And God called the expanse Heaven. And there was evening and there was morning, the second
day.
9
And God said, “Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land appear.”
And it was so. 10God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw
that it was good.
11
And God said, “Let the earth sprout vegetation, plants yielding seed, and fruit trees bearing fruit in which is their
seed, each according to its kind, on the earth.” And it was so. 12The earth brought forth vegetation, plants yielding seed
according to their own kinds, and trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind. And God saw that
it was good. 13And there was evening and there was morning, the third day.
14
And God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to separate the day from the night. And let them be
for signs and for seasons, and for days and years, 15and let them be lights in the expanse of the heavens to give light upon
the earth.” And it was so. 16And God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to
rule the night—and the stars. 17And God set them in the expanse of the heavens to give light on the earth, 18to rule over
the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19And there was
evening and there was morning, the fourth day.
20And God said, “Let the waters swarm with swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the
expanse of the heavens.” 21So God created the great sea creatures and every living creature that moves, with which the
waters swarm, according to their kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 22And
God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.”
23And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day.
24And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures according to their kinds—livestock and creeping things and
beasts of the earth according to their kinds.” And it was so. 25And God made the beasts of the earth according to their
kinds and the livestock according to their kinds, and everything that creeps on the ground according to its kind. And God
saw that it was good.
26Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of the
sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that
creeps on the earth.”
27So

God created man in his own image,
in the image of God he created him;
male and female he created them.

28And

God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and have
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.”
29And God said, “Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is on the face of all the earth, and every tree
with seed in its fruit. You shall have them for food. 30And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the heavens and
to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And
it was so. 31And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there
was morning, the sixth day.
1Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. 2And on the seventh day God finished his work
that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all his work that he had done. 3So God blessed the seventh day
and made it holy, because on it God rested from all his work that he had done in creation.
A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual

Psalm 90:1–2

Lord, you have been our | dwelling place*
in all gener- | ations.
Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever you had formed the earth | and the world,*
from everlasting to everlasting | you are God.
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Epistle

Ephesians 6:10–17
10

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. 11Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able
to stand against the schemes of the devil. 12For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against
the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly
places. 13Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done
all, to stand firm. 14Stand therefore, having fastened on the belt of truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness,
15
and, as shoes for your feet, having put on the readiness given by the gospel of peace. 16In all circumstances take up the
shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one; 17and take the helmet of salvation, and
the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.
A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Alleluia and Verse

LSB 173

Holy Gospel
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourth chapter.

46[Jesus]

John 4:46–54

came again to Cana in Galilee, where he had made the water wine. And at Capernaum there was an official
whose son was ill. 47When this man heard that Jesus had come from Judea to Galilee, he went to him and asked him to
come down and heal his son, for he was at the point of death. 48So Jesus said to him, “Unless you see signs and wonders
you will not believe.” 49The official said to him, “Sir, come down before my child dies.” 50Jesus said to him, “Go; your
son will live.” The man believed the word that Jesus spoke to him and went on his way. 51As he was going down, his
servants met him and told him that his son was recovering. 52So he asked them the hour when he began to get better, and
they said to him, “Yesterday at the seventh hour the fever left him.” 53The father knew that was the hour when Jesus had
said to him, “Your son will live.” And he himself believed, and all his household. 54This was now the second sign that
Jesus did when he had come from Judea to Galilee.
P

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Sit
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737 Rejoice, My Heart, Be Glad and Sing

5

He only will with patience chide,
His rod falls gently down;
And all your sins He casts aside
In ocean depths to drown.

6

His wisdom never plans in vain
Nor falters nor mistakes.
All that His counsels may ordain
A blessèd ending makes.

7

Upon your lips, then, lay your hand,
And trust His guiding love;
Then like a rock your peace shall stand
Here and in heav’n above.

Tune and text: Public domain

Sermon: "A Household of Faith Clings to the Word of Jesus"
Stand

Nicene Creed
C I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
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And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Church
Following the prayers, the Live Stream ends and the Service of the Sacrament begins.
Acknowledgments
Divine Service, Setting One from Lutheran Service Book
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001
by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2020 Concordia Publishing House.

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS:
Members who are sick and in need of healing and comfort— Rick Bymark (wife Jackie, son Hank), Lynn Slauson, Pam Linton
(daughter of LaVerne & Arlene Bagne), Ilene Shepherd, Charice McDowell, Mavis Kalk, Joyce O’Hern, Justin Brynjulfson, Barb
Grambart, Diane Haag, Sandy Meyer, Harlan Peterson, Tony Stadler, Sue Schutte, Bob Abraham, Audrey Hansen, and Ryan Fish. Our
Lord Jesus, who reached out to heal and comfort the sick and dying, continues to reach out with His healing Word through us. Cards,
phone calls, and prayers are always appreciated. If you know of someone who is sick or hospitalized, please inform your pastors.
Our homebound members are Dale Avenson, John Barrett, Joan Dolbec, Sue Erickson, Inez Koehler, Joyce O’Hern, Steve Orbin,
Mark Pruhs, Lorena Remer, Amy Schalo, and Ilene Shepherd.
All those serving in our Armed Forces— Agena Christophersen (Arizona), Emily Giefer (Georgia), Kevin Mazurowski (Alaska),
Nathan Mazurowski (Arizona), Isak Preus (Florida), Brian Pruhs (Oklahoma), Joseph Radintz (home), and Danny Schilling (home).
Those who have lost loved ones during the past year— Kyle Gaffaney & family (at the loss of his grandfather Bill Reese), Jim Day
& family (at the loss of his sister), Heidi Brackeen & family (at the loss of her father Dennis Anderson), the family of Marlys Johnson,
the family of Harold Grambart, the family of Courtney Meine, Marlys Kothrade & family (at the loss of her great-grandson Lukas
Bouska), Bob and Char Abraham (at the loss of their daughter-in-law Debra Abraham), Tony Stadler & family (at the loss of his brother
Ted), the family of Bruce Hansen, the family of Arleen Barrett, Ty Holthus & family (at the loss of her father Patrick Oberle), and Deb
Volberding & family (at the loss of her mother Carol Handberg).
And we remember those who have recently lost loved ones— Karen Fussy & family (at the loss of her husband Eugene), Rick Foggia
& family (at the loss of his father Vincent Foggia), Irene Rehmer & family (at the loss of her sister Marilyn), the family of Dr. Crystal
Rossow, Katie Moss & family (at the loss of her grandfather Rev. Henry Behling), Sarah Klein & family (at the loss of her father Wayne
Wilson), Jason Brastad & family (at the loss of his grandmother), Tom Parduhn & family (at the loss of his mother Laura), the family
of Elwyn Manthei, and Diane Schwecke & family (at the loss of her niece Jordyn Meskan).
All expecting families and their unborn children— especially Rachel & Jeremy Costello, Katie & Matthew Moss, Abbie (MacMillan)
& Kyle Gaffaney, Lindsay & David Huth, and Kim & Andrew Heinen. If you would like to announce your pregnancy to the Church
that we might pray for you, please contact one of our pastors.
THIS WEEK: The congregations in our circuit are praying for Peace Lutheran, Robbinsdale, and Pastor Steven Mayo Jones.
PRAYING FOR OUR CHURCH & SCHOOL: This week we pray for all our Families with School-Aged Children, and also for our
Pre-K Teacher Anna Fuhrman.
† Announcements †
SPECIAL FEAST DAYS THIS WEEK: 28 — St. Simon and St. Jude, Apostles.
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SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY: The Kingdoms of God’s Son – this Bible study on the books of 1st and 2nd Samuel will cover the next two
years of Sunday Bible Study. These Old Testament books tell a fascinating story of the Kingdom of God and kingdoms of men. We
will meet Samuel, Saul, and David. We will read of war and betrayal. We will discuss relevant topics to our world today. And we will
see how these Old Testament books pre-figure the coming of Christ Jesus and His eternal reign in the Kingdom of Power, the
Kingdom of Grace, and the coming Kingdom of Glory when He returns on the Last Day.
October 24 – 1 Samuel 6:1–7:1- The Ark Returns to Israel
October 31 – 1 Samuel 7:2–17- Samuel Judges and God Fights for Israel
TUESDAY BIBLE STUDY is being led by Pr. Briel at 9am in the Auxiliary Room. We are studying the book of Job which wrestles
with critical questions such as, "Why do the righteous suffer?" and, "Why does God seemingly abandon His people?" and, "Why doesn't
God seem to answer the prayers of the righteous?" The book of Job is one that should be carefully and thoughtfully read by every
Christian.
FUNERAL SERVICE for Elwyn Manthei will be held THIS Saturday, October 30th at 11:00 am. A visitation will be held at St.
John’s on Friday, October 29th 4-7pm, with a Prayer Service at 7pm. Further visitation will be held on Saturday, October 30th at 10am
one hour prior to the funeral service.
PREPARING FOR NEXT SUNDAY: Parents with hands full in the pews on Sunday morning sometimes need a little time with the
texts in the week leading up to a Service. People new to Lutheranism sometimes need more context to the Service. Some members
simply look for more in-depth study of the appointed readings. We encourage you to follow Issues, Etc. on your podcasting App or at
their website, especially using Pastor David Peterson’s “Looking Ahead to Sunday Morning (the 1-Year Lectionary).” Next Sunday
October 31st you will hear: Revelation 14:6-7, Romans 3:19-28, and John 8:31-36.
THE SERVICE OF INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION is available this month by appointment only. Take
advantage of this opportunity to hear God’s Word of forgiveness spoken to you individually in Jesus’ Name. “If we confess our sins,
God, who is faithful and just, will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” (1 John 1:9)
PLEDGE CARDS: Thank you to the 76 households who have submitted pledge cards to help your Boards and Council in the general
fund budget formation process. If you would like to participate, we are still accepting pledges for the 2022-2023 fiscal year. Thank you
to all for helping us budget responsibly.

ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK… Sunday, October 17th: Total 189 CM 139

FINANCIAL UPDATE

Last Week

Year-to-date

10/17/21

since 07/01/21

Total General Fund Receipts-All Sources $ 12,345
$ 593,608
Amount Needed
$ 28,527
$ 604,901
Amount Ahead (Behind)
$ (16,183)
$ (11,293)
% Ahead (-Behind)
-2%
Current Building Mortgage Balance: $ 135,464
Amount Needed above includes all budgeted revenues, including offerings, school tuition and third-source income, for the current budget year
beginning July 1, 2020. There was no cumulative deficit as of July 1. Questions can be directed to Church Treasurer Mike Gaffer.

***PLEASE NOTE IMPORTANT CHANGE***
NEW MOBILE PHONE GIVING APP: Vanco is discontinuing the “GivePlus Church” app effective September 30th (date extended
through 1-31-22, but new app is already operational) and replacing it with their new version “VANCO MOBILE” app. NOTHING
WILL CHANGE TO EXISTING GIVING SET-UPS…Members who upgrade to the free Vanco Mobile app will keep the same log-in
credentials, and recurring gifts will continue as scheduled. New giving set-ups or changes will need to use the new phone app for access
to the information.
For current users: When downloading the new app, remember to use the same email address that you entered in your current giving
setup in order to access the existing record. Please do not set up a new giving record if you already have one on file. NO ACTION IS
NECESSARY until or if you need to review your giving record…at which time you will only be able to connect to it utilizing the new
Vanco Mobile app version. Thanks for your patience with this transition. If you need help, please contact Church Secretary Ruth.

***Giving App…Download the Vanco Mobile Faith Engagement app from either the Apple App store or Google Play store to set up one-time
or recurring donations (then search for “St Johns Evangelical” in “find your organization”…select the one with our address and Shepherd logo).
You can also manage and view your giving from the convenience of your smartphone!

NURSERY: We would like to revive having a staffed nursery available for parents who want to attend Bible study and/or whose older
siblings are attending Sunday School. Ideally, we would have two rooms: infants and toddlers. Whether you have children that age or
not if you would like to help watch the little ones, please email Pastor Moss as soon as you’re able.
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NEW ST. JOHN’S LEADERSHIP POSTION: At the July 11th Assembly the voters decided to proceed with hiring a full-time
Business Manager for our Church & School. This position will serve St. John's by providing leadership on business issues including
financial, accounting, office, human resources, property and grounds, and strategy. Please pray that our search committee finds the right
person for our needs. See stjlutheranchurch.org/jobs for further information or to apply .
THE HISTORY COMMITTEE will have a brief meeting between services (9:30 am) NEXT Sunday, October 31st. If you are
interested in preserving our congregation’s history, please call Caroline Schaefer or come to the meeting.
BIBLES & BREWS is TOMORROW evening, Monday, October 25 at 6pm at B.K. Tap Haus (21 Main St S; St. Michael). Our Bible
study topic will be: "Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them (in the Bible)" - Dragons and Dinosaurs, Leviathan and Sea Monsters,
Phantoms and Giants - the Bible is not boring and biblical Christians should be amazed by the mysterious world our God has given
us. Join us for an evening of Bible Study and Fellowship!
CHURCH POTLUCK IN HONOR OF ALL SAINTS: This year All Saints' Day will be celebrated on Sunday November
7. Following the late service we will hold a traditional church potluck in the Fellowship Hall. Bring a dish to share and have fun
socializing and remembering our brothers and sisters in Christ have departed in the Faith over this past year.
YOUTH GROUP:
Raking caravan leaves St. John’s for houses at 12:00pm; return by 4:00pm TODAY Sunday October 24th (bring a snack/lunch & a
rake!)
FREE PRESENTATION AT GLORY OF CHRIST: Perspectives-Science, Religion, & Meaning. TODAY Sunday Oct 24th 12:303:30pm. All materials provided.
Register: https://www.gloryofchrist.org/events
34th ANNUAL LUTHERAN FREE CONFRENCE: THIS Saturday, October 30th, at Redeemer Lutheran Church, 2719 3rd St N, St.
Cloud, from 9:30 to 3:30. Addressing the topic “Waking to Woke: Understanding & Responding to a Woke Culture” will be Rev. Paul
Dare, Pastor of Zion, Alexandria, MN, and Rev. Fred Hinz, Emeritus, Gaylord, MN (Public Policy Advocate for the MN North & MN
South Districts). Registration $25, includes coffee, rolls, & lunch ($10 for high school and college students). Though the fee is not due
until you attend the conference, please RSVP to Redeemer on or before Monday, October 25 th, for meal and refreshment planning.
(320)-252-8171 or office@redeemerstcloud.org.
ETERNAL HOPE LUTHERAN BAZAAR: 16th Annual sale of Crafts & Baked Goods - Friday, November 5th 2:00pm - 6:00pm
and Saturday, November 6th 9:00am - 3:00pm. Proceeds support Camp Omega and Seminary Students. 10508 Douglas Drive N.,
Brooklyn Park.
BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK: (Oct 24–Oct 30) Sunday- Brian Cleaveland, Monday- K. C. Kolstad/Cheryl Lucas/Kari Preus,
Tuesday- Noah MacMillan/Grace Windsperger, Wednesday- Weston Holovnia/Aaron Rossow/Johanna Rossow, Thursday- …,
Friday- Isabella Alvarez/Kelly Canavatti/Elsie Priebe, Saturday- Duane Esterly/Gail Lieske

PLANNING TO STOP IN? Please call the office first as school is now in session and we would appreciate notice of your arrival.
This will help us coordinate and better accommodate your visit. Office hours are 7:30am - 3:30pm, Monday - Friday
763-420-2426 (secretary@stjlutheran.org)
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ST. JOHN’S GALA: Invitations are in the mail and in church mailboxes for the 8th annual St. John’s “Give Thanks, Give Back” Gala.
We are so excited to be together once again at the beautiful Rush Creek Golf course on Friday, November 12th at 5pm for a great night
of fundraising for our church and school. Invite your friends and family and fill a table as we enjoy games, dinner, auctions and so
much more! Registration is open: submit by mail or online: Click on the GALA 2021 tile on the church website (stjlutheran.org); it
will take you to the registration form, or use this link…
https://sjbsilverspring.ejoinme.org/MyEvents/Gala2021/2021GalaRegistration/tabid/1262514/Default.aspx
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