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Important Announcements
For those who watch services on Live-Stream
during the Coronavirus Pandemic
Maintaining Piety when Worshiping at Home: The best way to get the most out of this temporary set-up is to
keep things in your household as regular as possible:
• Print the bulletin or use your hymnals
• Dress like you would dress for church
• Stand when we stand, sit when we sit
• Sing along with the hymns
• Watch at the live time, Sunday morning, setting it aside as first priority instead of looking for whatever
time is most convenient for you
• Limit the distractions, toys, and tech so that the time is truly "sacred" (set-apart) for Christ and His means
of grace
These ideas can help you focus on the Service of the Word and will also help you prevent bad habits from
developing during our temporary suspension of Divine Services.
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† The Feast of the Reformation †
October 31, 2021
Preacher: Pr. Matthew Moss
Liturgist: Pr. Matthew Johnson
Organist: Dr. Katie Moss
A Note on the Special Order of the Liturgy Today: The Divine Service this morning follows the tradition of Luther’s German
Mass [1526] in which liturgical, chanted canticles are replaced with hymn settings of those canticles, several of which are
written or composed by Luther.

656 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God (Franz Tunder)
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(Choir sings v.2)

Tune and text: Public domain

942 Kyrie! God, Father

Tune: Public domain
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003065
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948 All Glory Be to God Alone

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003065
Tune: Public domain

Salutation and Collect of the Day
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P

Let us pray.
Almighty and gracious Lord, pour out Your Holy Spirit on Your faithful people. Keep us steadfast in Your grace
and truth, protect and deliver us in times of temptation, defend us against all enemies, and grant to Your Church
Your saving peace; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

C

Amen.

Sit

First Lesson
Revelation 14:6–7
6Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal gospel to proclaim to those who dwell on earth, to
every nation and tribe and language and people. 7And he said with a loud voice, “Fear God and give him glory, because
the hour of his judgment has come, and worship him who made heaven and earth, the sea and the springs of water.”
A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 46 "God is Our Refuge and Strength" (Matthew Machemer)
Refrain: God is our refuge and strength, a present help in trouble.

(chanted by Choir)

We will not fear though the earth gives way,
Though the mountains be moved to the sea.
There is a river whose streams make glade the city of God.
God is in her midst; she shall not be moved.
(Refrain)
"Be still and know I am God.
I am exalted among the nations,
I am exalted in the earth!"
Come, behold the works of the Lord,
The desolations He brings on the earth.
The Lord of hosts is with us;
The God of Jacob is our fortress!

(Refrain)

Epistle

Romans 3:19–28
19Now

we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be
stopped, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20For by works of the law no human being will be justified
in his sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin.
21But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and the Prophets bear
witness to it— 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction:
23for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption
that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show
God’s righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. 26It was to show his righteousness
at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.
27Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a law of works? No, but by the law of
faith. 28For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law.
A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Hymn of the Day: 556 Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice (James Engel)
(Choir vv. 3, 5, 7, 9)

5

God said to His belovèd Son:
“It’s time to have compassion.
Then go, bright jewel of My crown,
And bring to all salvation.
From sin and sorrow set them free;
Slay bitter death for them that they
May live with You forever.”

8

“Though he will shed My precious blood,
Me of My life bereaving,
All this I suffer for your good;
Be steadfast and believing.
Life will from death the vict’ry win;
My innocence shall bear your sin,
And you are blest forever.

6

The Son obeyed His Father’s will,
Was born of virgin mother;
And God’s good pleasure to fulfill,
He came to be my brother.
His royal pow’r disguised He bore;
A servant’s form, like mine, He wore
To lead the devil captive.

9

“Now to My Father I depart,
From earth to heav’n ascending,
And, heav’nly wisdom to impart,
The Holy Spirit sending;
In trouble He will comfort you
And teach you always to be true
And into truth shall guide you.

7

To me He said: “Stay close to Me,
I am your rock and castle.
Your ransom I Myself will be;
For you I strive and wrestle.
For I am yours, and you are Mine,
And where I am you may remain;
The foe shall not divide us.

10 “What I on earth have done and taught
Guide all your life and teaching;
So shall the kingdom’s work be wrought
And honored in your preaching.
But watch lest foes with base alloy
The heav’nly treasure should destroy;
This final word I leave you.”

Text and tune: Public domain

Stand
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Holy Gospel
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eighth chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.

John 8:31–36

So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, 32and you
will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 33They answered him, “We are offspring of Abraham and have never
been enslaved to anyone. How is it that you say, ‘You will become free’?”
34
Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35The slave does not
remain in the house forever; the son remains forever. 36So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.”
31

P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

954 We All Believe in One True God

Tune and text: Public domain

Sit
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Sermon: Reformation Is Painful & No One Likes Reformers
Stand

Prayer of the Church
Following the prayers, the Live Stream ends and the Service of the Sacrament begins.
Acknowledgments
Divine Service, Setting One from Lutheran Service Book
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001
by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2020 Concordia Publishing House.

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS:
Members who are sick and in need of healing and comfort— Rick Bymark (wife Jackie, son Hank), Lynn Slauson, Pam Linton
(daughter of LaVerne & Arlene Bagne), Ilene Shepherd, Charice McDowell, Mavis Kalk, Joyce O’Hern, Justin Brynjulfson, Barb
Grambart, Diane Haag, Sandy Meyer, Harlan Peterson, Tony Stadler, Sue Schutte, Bob Abraham, Audrey Hansen, Ryan Fish, Jim
Bjorgan, and Shirley Bjorgan. Our Lord Jesus, who reached out to heal and comfort the sick and dying, continues to reach out with His
healing Word through us. Cards, phone calls, and prayers are always appreciated. If you know of someone who is sick or hospitalized,
please inform your pastors.
Our homebound members are Dale Avenson, John Barrett, Joan Dolbec, Sue Erickson, Inez Koehler, Joyce O’Hern, Steve Orbin,
Mark Pruhs, Lorena Remer, Amy Schalo, and Ilene Shepherd.
All those serving in our Armed Forces— Agena Christophersen (Arizona), Emily Giefer (Georgia), Kevin Mazurowski (Alaska),
Nathan Mazurowski (Arizona), Isak Preus (Florida), Brian Pruhs (Oklahoma), Joseph Radintz (home), and Danny Schilling (home).
Those who have lost loved ones during the past year— Kyle Gaffaney & family (at the loss of his grandfather Bill Reese), Jim Day
& family (at the loss of his sister), Heidi Brackeen & family (at the loss of her father Dennis Anderson), the family of Marlys Johnson,
the family of Harold Grambart, the family of Courtney Meine, Marlys Kothrade & family (at the loss of her great-grandson Lukas
Bouska), Bob and Char Abraham (at the loss of their daughter-in-law Debra Abraham), Tony Stadler & family (at the loss of his brother
Ted), the family of Bruce Hansen, the family of Arleen Barrett, Ty Holthus & family (at the loss of her father Patrick Oberle), and Deb
Volberding & family (at the loss of her mother Carol Handberg).
And we remember those who have recently lost loved ones— Karen Fussy & family (at the loss of her husband Eugene), Rick Foggia
& family (at the loss of his father Vincent Foggia), Irene Rehmer & family (at the loss of her sister Marilyn), the family of Dr. Crystal
Rossow, Katie Moss & family (at the loss of her grandfather Rev. Henry Behling), Sarah Klein & family (at the loss of her father Wayne
Wilson), Jason Brastad & family (at the loss of his grandmother), Tom Parduhn & family (at the loss of his mother Laura), the family
of Elwyn Manthei, and Diane Schwecke & family (at the loss of her niece Jordyn Meskan).
All expecting families and their unborn children— especially Rachel & Jeremy Costello, Katie & Matthew Moss, Abbie (MacMillan)
& Kyle Gaffaney, Lindsay & David Huth, and Kim & Andrew Heinen. If you would like to announce your pregnancy to the Church
that we might pray for you, please contact one of our pastors.
THIS WEEK: The congregations in our circuit are praying for Redeemer Lutheran, Robbinsdale.
PRAYING FOR OUR CHURCH & SCHOOL: This week we pray for Deacon Chairman Jerry Rogge and Deacon Secretary Phil
Koehler, and also for Teachers Maria Koosman (Pre-K) and Jeremy Koosman (2nd).
† Announcements †
SPECIAL FEAST DAYS THIS WEEK: 31- Reformation Day, 1- All Saints’ Day.
SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY: The Kingdoms of God’s Son – this Bible study on the books of 1st and 2nd Samuel will cover the next two
years of Sunday Bible Study. These Old Testament books tell a fascinating story of the Kingdom of God and kingdoms of men. We
will meet Samuel, Saul, and David. We will read of war and betrayal. We will discuss relevant topics to our world today. And we will
see how these Old Testament books pre-figure the coming of Christ Jesus and His eternal reign in the Kingdom of Power, the Kingdom
of Grace, and the coming Kingdom of Glory when He returns on the Last Day.
October 31 – 1 Samuel 7:2–17- Samuel Judges and God Fights for Israel
November 7 – 1 Samuel 8:1-22- Israel Demands a King
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TUESDAY BIBLE STUDY is being led by Pr. Briel at 9am in the Auxiliary Room. We are studying the book of Job which wrestles
with critical questions such as, "Why do the righteous suffer?" and, "Why does God seemingly abandon His people?" and, "Why doesn't
God seem to answer the prayers of the righteous?" The book of Job is one that should be carefully and thoughtfully read by every
Christian.
BAPTISED YESTERDAY is Brooke Rochelle Kaiser, infant daughter of Eric and Laura Kaiser, born in the Twelfth Week after Trinity.
May our gracious Lord Jesus keep Brooke safe in the holy Ark of the Church until she reaches her new home in heaven. “Let the little
children come to me and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God.” Matthew 19:14.
PREPARING FOR NEXT SUNDAY: Parents with hands full in the pews on Sunday morning sometimes need a little time with the
texts in the week leading up to a Service. People new to Lutheranism sometimes need more context to the Service. Some members
simply look for more in-depth study of the appointed readings. We encourage you to follow Issues, Etc. on your podcasting App or at
their website, especially using Pastor David Peterson’s “Looking Ahead to Sunday Morning (the 1-Year Lectionary).” Next Sunday
November 7th you will hear: Revelation 7:9-17, 1 John 3:1-3, and Matthew 5:1-12.
THE SERVICE OF INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION is available this month by appointment only. Take
advantage of this opportunity to hear God’s Word of forgiveness spoken to you individually in Jesus’ Name. “If we confess our sins,
God, who is faithful and just, will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” (1 John 1:9)
PLEDGE CARDS: Thank you to the 78 households for submitting pledge cards to help your Boards and Council in the budget
formation process. We are still accepting pledges for the 2022-2023 fiscal year. Thank you to all for helping us budget responsibly.

ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK… Sunday, October 24th: Total 179 CM 136

FINANCIAL UPDATE

Last Week

Year-to-date

10/24/21

since 07/01/21

Total General Fund Receipts-All Sources $ 16,136
$ 609,744
Amount Needed
$ 28,527
$ 633,428
Amount Ahead (Behind)
$ (12,391)
$ (23,684)
% Ahead (-Behind)
-4%
Current Building Mortgage Balance: $ 135,464
Amount Needed above includes all budgeted revenues, including offerings, school tuition and third-source income, for the current budget year
beginning July 1, 2020. There was no cumulative deficit as of July 1. Questions can be directed to Church Treasurer Mike Gaffer.

***PLEASE NOTE IMPORTANT CHANGE***
NEW MOBILE PHONE GIVING APP: Vanco is discontinuing the “GivePlus Church” app effective September 30th (date extended
through 1-31-22, but new app is already operational) and replacing it with their new version “VANCO MOBILE” app. NOTHING
WILL CHANGE TO EXISTING GIVING SET-UPS…Members who upgrade to the free Vanco Mobile app will keep the same log-in
credentials, and recurring gifts will continue as scheduled. New giving set-ups or changes will need to use the new phone app for access
to the information.
For current users: When downloading the new app, remember to use the same email address that you entered in your current giving
setup in order to access the existing record. Please do not set up a new giving record if you already have one on file. NO ACTION IS
NECESSARY until or if you need to review your giving record…at which time you will only be able to connect to it utilizing the new
Vanco Mobile app version. Thanks for your patience with this transition. If you need help, please contact Church Secretary Ruth.

***Giving App…Download the Vanco Mobile Faith Engagement app from either the Apple App store or Google Play store to set up one-time
or recurring donations (then search for “St Johns Evangelical” in “find your organization”…select the one with our address and Shepherd logo).
You can also manage and view your giving from the convenience of your smartphone!

NURSERY: We would like to revive having a staffed nursery available for parents who want to attend Bible study and/or whose older
siblings are attending Sunday School. Ideally, we would have two rooms: infants and toddlers. Whether you have children that age or
not if you would like to help watch the little ones, please email Pastor Moss as soon as you’re able.
NEW ST. JOHN’S LEADERSHIP POSTION: At the July 11th Assembly the voters decided to proceed with hiring a full-time
Business Manager for our Church & School. This position will serve St. John's by providing leadership on business issues including
financial, accounting, office, human resources, property and grounds, and strategy. Please pray that our search committee finds the right
person for our needs. See stjlutheranchurch.org/jobs for further information or to apply .
THE HISTORY COMMITTEE will have a brief meeting between services (9:30 am) TODAY Sunday, October 31st. If you are
interested in preserving our congregation’s history, please call Caroline Schaefer or come to the meeting.
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CHURCH POTLUCK IN HONOR OF ALL SAINTS: This year All Saints' Day will be celebrated NEXT Sunday November
7. Following the late service we will hold a traditional church potluck in the Fellowship Hall. Bring a dish to share and have fun
socializing and remembering our brothers and sisters in Christ have departed in the Faith over this past year.
INTRODUCTION TO HANDBELLS: Have you ever been curious about handbells? Our school has received a one-year grant for
a 3-octave set, and we would love to share the opportunity to ring with our church. Katie Moss will be offering an introduction to
handbells session on Saturday, November 13 from 10:00-11:30am. Come try out these amazing instruments, learn some new techniques,
and make music in a new way. If you are new to reading music or need a refresher, come at 9:30am for first pick of donuts and a quick
tutorial. If you plan to attend, email Katie or contact the church office.
YOUTH GROUP: Games in the Dark at St. John’s from 6:30pm—8:30pm; Saturday November 13th; Snacks provided.

ETERNAL HOPE LUTHERAN BAZAAR: 16th Annual sale of Crafts & Baked Goods – THIS Friday, November 5th 2:00pm 6:00pm and Saturday, November 6th 9:00am - 3:00pm. Proceeds support Camp Omega and Seminary Students. 10508 Douglas Drive
N., Brooklyn Park.
BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK: (Oct 31–Nov 6) Sunday- Tom Brady/Conrad Koehler/Lisa McFerrin/Karen Nelson, Monday- Phil
Kuehne/Alanna Robinson/John Robinson, Tuesday- Justin Bermel/Daniel Bussing/Diana Cahlander/Paul Dolan, WednesdayMegan Hebert/Sam Schutte, Thursday- Ryan Maurer/Patty Picotte/Everett Radintz, Friday- Casey Sumstad, Saturday …

PLANNING TO STOP IN? Please call the office first as school is now in session and we would appreciate notice of your arrival.
This will help us coordinate and better accommodate your visit. Office hours are 7:30am - 3:30pm, Monday - Friday
763-420-2426 (secretary@stjlutheran.org)
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ST. JOHN’S GALA: Registration is open and tables are filling up for St. John’s 8th annual Gala! Join us at the beautiful Rush Creek
Golf Course on Friday, November 12th at 5pm for a fabulous dinner, drinks and entertainment. Event will be emceed by K102’s Chris
Carr plus exciting auctioning with the Cowboys of O’Sullivan Auctioneers! We’ll have games, giveaways and many auction items ready
for bidding. This is a great community event for anyone to attend, so invite your friends and family and help us raise funds for our
church and school. Register by mail or online: Click on the GALA 2021 tile on the church website (stjlutheran.org); it will take you to
the registration form, or use this link…
https://sjbsilverspring.ejoinme.org/MyEvents/Gala2021/2021GalaRegistration/tabid/1262514/Default.aspx

Page 12 of 12

