Advent Midweek 2020
Service of Evening Prayer
Theme: Thy People’s Everlasting Light
December 2, 2020
340 Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates

Tune and text: Public domain
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Service of Light
Stand

Phos Hilaron
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Thanksgiving for Light
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Sit

Psalmody
Psalm 141
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Let us pray.
Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your loving-kindness descend on us that,
with purified minds, we may sing Your praises with the Church on earth and the whole heavenly host and may
glorify You forever.
Amen.
4

Psalm

Psalm 143; antiphon vv. 5-6

1

Hear my prayer, O LORD;
give ear to my pleas for | mercy!*
In your faithfulness answer me, in your | righteousness!
2
Enter not into judgment with your | servant,*
for no one living is righteous be- | fore you.
3

For the enemy has pursued my soul;
he has crushed my life | to the ground;*
he has made me sit in darkness like | those long dead.
4
Therefore my spirit faints with- | in me;*
my heart within me | is appalled.
5

I remember the days of old;
I meditate on all that | you have done;*
I ponder the work | of your hands.
6
I stretch out my | hands to you;*
my soul thirsts for you like a | parched land.
7

Answer me quickly, O LORD!
My | spirit fails!*
Hide not your face from me,
lest I be like those who go down | to the pit.
8
Let me hear in the morning of your steadfast love,
for in | you I trust.*
Make me know the way I should go,
for to you I lift | up my soul.
9

Deliver me from my enemies, | O LORD!*
I have fled to you for | refuge!
10
Teach me to do your will,
for you | are my God!*
Let your good Spirit lead me
on | level ground!
For your name’s sake, O LORD, pre- | serve my life!*
In your righteousness bring my soul out of | trouble!
12
And in your steadfast love you will cut off my | enemies,*
and you will destroy all the adversaries of my soul,
for I am your | servant.
11

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
As it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
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351 Creator of the Stars of Night
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D 6

O Thou, whose coming is with dread
To judge the living and the dead,
Preserve us from the ancient foe
While still we dwell on earth below.

To God the Father and the Son
And Holy Spirit, Three in One,
Praise, honor, might, and glory be
From age to age eternally. Amen.

Text and tune: Public domain

Readings from Holy Scripture
Jeremiah 33:14–18
14
“Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house
of Israel and the house of Judah. 15In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring
up for David, and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 16In those days Judah will be
saved and Jerusalem will dwell securely. And this is the name by which it will be called: ‘The LORD is
our righteousness.’
17
“For thus says the LORD: David shall never lack a man to sit on the throne of the house of Israel, 18and
the Levitical priests shall never lack a man in my presence to offer burnt offerings, to burn grain offerings,
and to make sacrifices forever.”
L O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.
Colossians 1:12–23
12
giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in light.
13
He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son,
14
in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.
6

15

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16For by him all things were created,
in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all
things were created through him and for him. 17And he is before all things, and in him all things hold
together. 18And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead,
that in everything he might be preeminent. 19For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20and
through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood
of his cross.
21
And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 22he has now reconciled in
his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and blameless and above reproach before him,
23
if indeed you continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the gospel that you
heard, which has been proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, became a minister.
L O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.
Luke 1:1–25
1
Inasmuch as many have undertaken to compile a narrative of the things that have been accomplished
among us, 2just as those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and ministers of the word have
delivered them to us, 3it seemed good to me also, having followed all things closely for some time past,
to write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, 4that you may have certainty concerning
the things you have been taught.
5
In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, of the division of Abijah. And
he had a wife from the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. 6And they were both righteous
before God, walking blamelessly in all the commandments and statutes of the Lord. 7But they had no
child, because Elizabeth was barren, and both were advanced in years.
8
Now while he was serving as priest before God when his division was on duty, 9according to the custom
of the priesthood, he was chosen by lot to enter the temple of the Lord and burn incense. 10And the whole
multitude of the people were praying outside at the hour of incense. 11And there appeared to him an angel
of the Lord standing on the right side of the altar of incense. 12And Zechariah was troubled when he saw
him, and fear fell upon him. 13But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has
been heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall call his name John. 14And you will
have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, 15for he will be great before the Lord. And he
must not drink wine or strong drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother’s
womb. 16And he will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God, 17and he will go before him
in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the
wisdom of the just, to make ready for the Lord a people prepared.”
18
And Zechariah said to the angel, “How shall I know this? For I am an old man, and my wife is
advanced in years.” 19And the angel answered him, “I am Gabriel, who stands in the presence of God, and
I was sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news. 20And behold, you will be silent and unable to
speak until the day that these things take place, because you did not believe my words, which will be
fulfilled in their time.” 21And the people were waiting for Zechariah, and they were wondering at his delay
in the temple. 22And when he came out, he was unable to speak to them, and they realized that he had seen
a vision in the temple. And he kept making signs to them and remained mute. 23And when his time of
service was ended, he went to his home.
24
After these days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she kept herself hidden, saying,
25
“Thus the Lord has done for me in the days when he looked on me, to take away my reproach among
people.”
L O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.
L In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets.
C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.
7

Sermon:

Sons of Light

Canticle
Magnificat

LSB 248
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Prayer
Kneel/Stand

Litany

LSB 249

The congregation’s response may begin just as the leader’s petition ends so that the word “Lord” is sung
simultaneously by both leader and congregation.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to
the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ, for all servants of the Church, and for all
the people, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the government and those who protect us, that they
may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and
all the people here present who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

The prayers then continue:

9

Silence for individual prayer may follow.

Collect For Peace
L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your servants, that peace
which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also that we, being
defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Lord’s Prayer
L Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
Stand
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Benedicamus
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Benediction
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353 Jesus Came, the Heavens Adoring

Text and tune: Public domain
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