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Service of Light
Stand

1

Phos Hilaron

LSB 244

Thanksgiving for Light

LSB 245

2

Sit
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Let us pray.
Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your loving-kindness descend on us that,
with purified minds, we may sing Your praises with the Church on earth and the whole heavenly host and may
glorify You forever.
Amen.

Psalm

Psalm 91; antiphon vv. 11-12

1

He who dwells in the shelter of the | Most High*
will abide in the shadow of the Al- | mighty.
2
I will say to the LORD, “My refuge and my | fortress,*
my God, in | whom I trust.”
3

For he will deliver you from the snare of the | fowler*
and from the deadly | pestilence.
4
He will cover you with his pinions,
and under his wings you will find | refuge;*
his faithfulness is a shield and | buckler.
5
You will not fear the terror | of the night,*
nor the arrow that | flies by day,
6
nor the pestilence that stalks in | darkness,*
nor the destruction that wastes at | noonday.
7

A thousand may fall at your side,
ten thousand at your | right hand,*
but it will not come | near you.
8
You will only look | with your eyes*
and see the recompense of the | wicked.
9

Because you have made the LORD your | dwelling place—*
the Most High, who is my | refuge—
10
no evil shall be allowed to be- | fall you,*
no plague come | near your tent.
11

For he will command his angels con- | cerning you*
to guard you in | all your ways.
12
On their hands they will | bear you up,*
4

13

lest you strike your foot a- | gainst a stone.
You will tread on the lion and the | adder;*
the young lion and the serpent you will trample | underfoot.

“Because he holds fast to me in love, I will de- | liver him;*
I will protect him, because he | knows my name.
15
When he calls to me, I will answer him;
I will be with him in | trouble;*
I will rescue him and | honor him.
16
With long life I will sat- | isfy him*
and show him my sal- | vation.”
14

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
As it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

351 Creator of the Stars of Night
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O Thou, whose coming is with dread
To judge the living and the dead,
Preserve us from the ancient foe
While still we dwell on earth below.

Text and tune: Public domain
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To God the Father and the Son
And Holy Spirit, Three in One,
Praise, honor, might, and glory be
From age to age eternally. Amen.

Readings from Holy Scripture
Reading

Micah 4:1–7

1

It shall come to pass in the latter days
that the mountain of the house of the LORD
shall be established as the highest of the mountains,
and it shall be lifted up above the hills;
and peoples shall flow to it,
2
and many nations shall come, and say:
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD,
to the house of the God of Jacob,
that he may teach us his ways
and that we may walk in his paths.”
For out of Zion shall go forth the law,
and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.
3
He shall judge between many peoples,
and shall decide for strong nations afar off;
and they shall beat their swords into plowshares,
and their spears into pruning hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war anymore;
4
but they shall sit every man under his vine and under his fig tree,
and no one shall make them afraid,
for the mouth of the LORD of hosts has spoken.
5
For all the peoples walk
each in the name of its god,
but we will walk in the name of the LORD our God
forever and ever.
6

In that day, declares the LORD,
I will assemble the lame
and gather those who have been driven away
and those whom I have afflicted;
7
and the lame I will make the remnant,
and those who were cast off, a strong nation;
and the LORD will reign over them in Mount Zion
from this time forth and forevermore.
L O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.
Reading

Romans 2:1–16
1

Therefore you have no excuse, O man, every one of you who judges. For in passing judgment on
another you condemn yourself, because you, the judge, practice the very same things. 2We know that the
judgment of God rightly falls on those who do such things. 3Do you suppose, O man—you who judge
those who do such things and yet do them yourself—that you will escape the judgment of God? 4Or do
you presume on the riches of his kindness and forbearance and patience, not knowing that God’s kindness
is meant to lead you to repentance? 5But because of your hard and impenitent heart you are storing up
wrath for yourself on the day of wrath when God’s righteous judgment will be revealed.
6
He will render to each one according to his works: 7to those who by patience in well-doing seek for
glory and honor and immortality, he will give eternal life; 8but for those who are self-seeking and do not
6

obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, there will be wrath and fury. 9There will be tribulation and
distress for every human being who does evil, the Jew first and also the Greek, 10but glory and honor and
peace for everyone who does good, the Jew first and also the Greek. 11For God shows no partiality.
12
For all who have sinned without the law will also perish without the law, and all who have sinned
under the law will be judged by the law. 13For it is not the hearers of the law who are righteous before
God, but the doers of the law who will be justified. 14For when Gentiles, who do not have the law, by
nature do what the law requires, they are a law to themselves, even though they do not have the law.
15
They show that the work of the law is written on their hearts, while their conscience also bears witness,
and their conflicting thoughts accuse or even excuse them 16on that day when, according to my gospel,
God judges the secrets of men by Christ Jesus.
L O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.
Reading

Luke 1:26–35
26

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27to a
virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin’s name was
Mary. 28And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” 29But she was
greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 30And the angel said
to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31And behold, you will conceive in
your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32He will be great and will be called the Son
of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, 33and he will reign
over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”
34
And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”
35
And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High
will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God.
L O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.
L In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets.
C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.
Sermon: Light Dawning

Canticle
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Prayer
Kneel/Stand

Litany

LSB 249

The congregation’s response may begin just as the leader’s petition ends so that the word “Lord” is sung
simultaneously by both leader and congregation.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to
the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ, for all servants of the Church, and for all
the people, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the government and those who protect us, that they
may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and
all the people here present who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

The prayers then continue:

Silence for individual prayer may follow.
9

Collect For Peace
L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your servants, that peace
which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also that we, being
defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Lord’s Prayer
L Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
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Benedicamus
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338 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus

Text and tune: Public domain
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