Advent Midweek 2020
Service of Evening Prayer
Theme: Thy People’s Everlasting Light
346 When All the World Was Cursed

December 16, 2020

Tune: Public domain
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003065

Service of Light
Stand
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Phos Hilaron
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Thanksgiving for Light

LSB 245

2

Sit

Psalmody
Psalm 141
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Let us pray.
Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your loving-kindness descend on us that,
with purified minds, we may sing Your praises with the Church on earth and the whole heavenly host and may
glorify You forever.
Amen.

Psalm

Psalm 98; antiphon v. 4

1

Oh sing to the LORD a new song,
for he has done | marvelous things!*
His right hand and his holy arm
have worked salva- | tion for him.
2
The LORD has made known his sal- | vation;*
he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the | nations.
3
He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness
to the house of | Israel.*
All the ends of the earth have seen
the salvation | of our God.
4

Make a joyful noise to the LORD, | all the earth;*
break forth into joyous song and sing | praises!
5
Sing praises to the LORD | with the lyre,*
with the lyre and the sound of | melody!
6
With trumpets and the sound | of the horn*
make a joyful noise before the | King, the LORD!
7

Let the sea roar, and all that | fills it;*
the world and those who | dwell in it!
4

8

Let the rivers clap their hands;
let the hills sing for joy together
9
be- | fore the LORD,* for he comes
to | judge the earth.
He will judge the world with | righteousness,*
and the peoples with | equity.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
As it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
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O Thou, whose coming is with dread
To judge the living and the dead,
Preserve us from the ancient foe
While still we dwell on earth below.

To God the Father and the Son
And Holy Spirit, Three in One,
Praise, honor, might, and glory be
From age to age eternally. Amen.

Text and tune: Public domain

Readings from Holy Scripture
Reading

Malachi 3:1–6

“Behold, I send my messenger and he will prepare the way before me. And the Lord whom you seek
will suddenly come to his temple; and the messenger of the covenant in whom you delight, behold, he is
coming, says the LORD of hosts. 2But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he
appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap. 3He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver,
1

5

and he will purify the sons of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, and they will bring offerings in
righteousness to the LORD. 4Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in
the days of old and as in former years.
5
“Then I will draw near to you for judgment. I will be a swift witness against the sorcerers, against the
adulterers, against those who swear falsely, against those who oppress the hired worker in his wages, the
widow and the fatherless, against those who thrust aside the sojourner, and do not fear me, says the LORD
of hosts.
6
“For I the LORD do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, are not consumed.
L O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.
Reading

Romans 1:16–25
16

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes,
to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 17For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith,
as it is written, “The righteous shall live by faith.”
18
For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men,
who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. 19For what can be known about God is plain to them,
because God has shown it to them. 20For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine
nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made.
So they are without excuse. 21For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks
to him, but they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22Claiming to be
wise, they became fools, 23and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal
man and birds and animals and reptiles.
24
Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the dishonoring of their bodies
among themselves, 25because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshiped and served the
creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen.
L O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.
Reading

Luke 1:39–56
39

In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a town in Judah, 40and she
entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41And when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary,
the baby leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, 42and she exclaimed with a
loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! 43And why is this granted
to me that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 44For behold, when the sound of your greeting came
to my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. 45And blessed is she who believed that there would be a
fulfillment of what was spoken to her from the Lord.”
46
And Mary said,
“My soul magnifies the Lord,
47
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
48
for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant.
For behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed;
49
for he who is mighty has done great things for me,
and holy is his name.
50
And his mercy is for those who fear him
from generation to generation.
51
He has shown strength with his arm;
he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts;
52
he has brought down the mighty from their thrones
and exalted those of humble estate;
53
he has filled the hungry with good things,
6

and the rich he has sent empty away.
He has helped his servant Israel,
in remembrance of his mercy,
55
as he spoke to our fathers,
to Abraham and to his offspring forever.”
54

56

And Mary remained with her about three months and returned to her home.
L O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.
L In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets.
C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.

Sermon: A Soul that Magnifies the Lord

Canticle
Stand

Magnificat
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Prayer
Kneel/Stand

Litany
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The congregation’s response may begin just as the leader’s petition ends so that the word “Lord” is sung
simultaneously by both leader and congregation.

L

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord:
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Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to
the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ, for all servants of the Church, and for all
the people, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the government and those who protect us, that they
may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and
all the people here present who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

The prayers then continue:

Silence for individual prayer may follow.

9

Collect For Peace
L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your servants, that peace
which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also that we, being
defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Lord’s Prayer
L Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
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Stand

Benedicamus
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Benediction
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337 The Night Will Soon Be Ending

Text: © 1998 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003065
Tune: Public domain
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