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Important Announcements
For those who watch services on Live-Stream
during the Coronavirus Pandemic
Stay Home when Sick: If you are sick or exhibiting symptoms of COVID-19 please stay home. If you start to
experience symptoms while in attendance at a service or out anywhere else, please go home immediately. If at a
service, notify a Safety Team member on your way out so we may direct our cleaning and communication efforts.
Singing (updated): MDH has gone from requiring no congregational singing to “not recommended” but does
say that if a congregation sings masks and distancing are required. Please tune in early and stay late for the
preludes, postludes, and sing with us the hymns that will be provided in the online bulletins.
Maintaining Piety when Worshiping at Home: The best way to get the most out of this temporary set-up is to
keep things in your household as regular as possible:
• Print the bulletin or use your hymnals
• Dress like you would dress for church
• Stand when we stand, sit when we sit
• Sing along with the hymns
• Watch at the live time, Sunday morning, setting it aside as first priority instead of looking for whatever
time is most convenient for you
• Limit the distractions, toys, and tech so that the time is truly "sacred" (set-apart) for Christ and His means
of grace
These ideas can help you focus on the Service of the Word and will also help you prevent bad habits from
developing during our temporary suspension of Divine Services
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Christmas Day
The Festival of Our Lord's Nativity
December 25, 2020
Preacher: Pr. Matthew Moss
Liturgist: Pr. Matthew Johnson
Kantor: Dr. Crystal Rossow
Special Note for the Live Stream: Because the Absolution and Communion are sacramental acts that require the in-person
interaction of penitent & pastor and communicant & pastor, we will not Live Stream those portions of the Divine Service. If
you desire a more detailed explanation of the status of the controversies in Christianity and the LCMS around these acts that
have led us to this decision on this practice, your pastors are more than willing to discuss it with you.

380 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

Tune and text: Public domain

Reading

Luke 2:15–20
15When

the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem
and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16And they went with haste and found Mary
and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 17And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them
concerning this child. 18And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured up all these
things, pondering them in her heart. 20And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and
seen, as it had been told them.
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379 O Come, All Ye Faithful

sts. 1, ref, 2–4

Text and tune: Public domain

Service of the Word
Kyrie

LSB 168

Page 4 of 11

Gloria in Excelsis

LSB 170
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Salutation and Collect of the Day

P

Let us pray.
Almighty God, grant that the birth of Your only-begotten Son in the flesh may set us free from the bondage of sin;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Sit

Old Testament Reading
Exodus 40:17–21, 34–38
17In the first month in the second year, on the first day of the month, the tabernacle was erected. 18Moses erected the
tabernacle. He laid its bases, and set up its frames, and put in its poles, and raised up its pillars. 19And he spread the tent
over the tabernacle and put the covering of the tent over it, as the LORD had commanded Moses. 20He took the testimony
and put it into the ark, and put the poles on the ark and set the mercy seat above on the ark. 21And he brought the ark into
the tabernacle and set up the veil of the screen, and screened the ark of the testimony, as the LORD had commanded
Moses. . . .
34Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. 35And Moses was not
able to enter the tent of meeting because the cloud settled on it, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle.
36Throughout all their journeys, whenever the cloud was taken up from over the tabernacle, the people of Israel would
set out. 37But if the cloud was not taken up, then they did not set out till the day that it was taken up. 38For the cloud of
the LORD was on the tabernacle by day, and fire was in it by night, in the sight of all the house of Israel throughout all
their journeys.
A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual

Psalm 118:26a, 27a, 23

Blessèd is he who comes in the name | of the LORD!*
The LORD is God, and he has made his light to shine up- | on us.
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This is the LORD’s | doing;*
it is marvelous | in our eyes.

Epistle

Titus 3:4–7
4

When the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, 5he saved us, not because of works done by us
in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, 6whom
he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7so that being justified by his grace we might become heirs
according to the hope of eternal life.
A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

358 From Heaven Above to Earth I Come

sts. 1–3, 13

Text and tune: Public domain

Alleluia and Verse

LSB 173

Holy Gospel
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter.

1In

John 1:1–18

the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was in the beginning with
God.
things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. 4In him was life, and
the life was the light of men. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.
6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that
all might believe through him. 8He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light.
3All
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9

The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 10He was in the world, and the world was made
through him, yet the world did not know him. 11He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 12But to all
who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, 13who were born, not of
blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.
14
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the
Father, full of grace and truth. 15(John bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who
comes after me ranks before me, because he was before me.’”) 16And from his fullness we have all received, grace upon
grace. 17For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever seen God;
the only God, who is at the Father’s side, he has made him known.
P

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Sit

382 We Praise You, Jesus, at Your Birth

5

The very Son of God sublime
Entered into earthly time
To lead us from this world of cares
To heaven’s courts as blessèd heirs.
Alleluia!

6

In poverty He came to earth
Showing mercy by His birth;
He makes us rich in heav’nly ways
As we, like angels, sing His praise.
Alleluia!

7

All this for us our God has done
Granting love through His own Son.
Therefore, all Christendom, rejoice
And sing His praise with endless voice.
Alleluia!

Tune: Public domain
Text (sts. 1, 3, 5–7): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (sts. 2, 4): © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003065
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Sermon: The Word Is Full of Grace and Truth (John 1:1-18)
Stand

375 Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising

5

Oh, the joy beyond expressing
When by faith we grasp this blessing,
And to You we come confessing
That Your love has set us free.

6

Gracious Child, we pray, O hear us,
From Your lowly manger cheer us,
Gently lead us and be near us
Till we join Your choir above.

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003065
Tune: Public domain

Nicene Creed
C I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
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whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Church
378 Break Forth, O Beauteous Heavenly Light

Text: © 1973 Openbook Publishers. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003065
Tune: Public domain

Following the hymn, the Live Stream ends and the Service of the Sacrament begins.
Acknowledgments
Divine Service, Setting Two from Lutheran Service Book
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a
publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2020 Concordia Publishing House.

Assisting in the Divine Service this Day:
Choir:
Handbells:

St. John's Adult Choir
Dr. Katie Moss
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Announcements:
FEAST DAYS THIS & NEXT WEEK –
Saturday,
December 26:
The Feast of St. Stephen, Martyr
Sunday,
December 27:
The Feast of St. John
Monday,
December 28:
The Feast of the Holy Innocents, Martyrs
Thursday,
December 31:
The Eve of the Name of Jesus
Friday,
January 1:
The Circumcision of Our Lord
Wednesday,
January 6:
The Epiphany of Our Lord
PUBLIC SCHOOL CATECHESIS will resume on Wednesday evening, January 6, at 5:30 pm.

Your pastors and staff wish each of you a most blessed Christmas and a happy New Year!
Sing and Rejoice! Christ is born! Alleluia!
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