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Important Announcements
For those who watch services on Live-Stream
during the Coronavirus Pandemic
Maintaining Piety when Worshiping at Home: The best way to get the most out of this temporary set-up is to
keep things in your household as regular as possible:
• Print the bulletin or use your hymnals
• Dress like you would dress for church
• Stand when we stand, sit when we sit
• Sing along with the hymns
• Watch at the live time, Sunday morning, setting it aside as first priority instead of looking for whatever
time is most convenient for you
• Limit the distractions, toys, and tech so that the time is truly "sacred" (set-apart) for Christ and His means
of grace
These ideas can help you focus on the Service of the Word and will also help you prevent bad habits from
developing during our temporary suspension of Divine Services.
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† The Feast of St. Stephen †
The First Sunday after Christmas
December 26, 2021
Preacher: Pr. Matthew Johnson
Liturgist: Pr. Matthew Moss
Organist: Dr. Katie Moss
Special Note for the Live Stream: Because the Absolution and Communion are sacramental acts that require the in-person
interaction of penitent & pastor and communicant & pastor, we will not Live Stream those portions of the Divine Service. If
you desire a more detailed explanation of the status of the controversies in Christianity and the LCMS around these acts that
have led us to this decision on this practice, your pastors are more than willing to discuss it with you.

383 A Great and Mighty Wonder

Text and tune: Public domain

Service of the Word
Introit

Psalm 31:1, 3, 5; antiphon: Revelation 7:14b

These are the ones coming out of the great tribu- | lation.*
They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood | of the Lamb.
In you, O LORD, do I take refuge; let me never be | put to shame;*
in your righteousness de- | liver me.
For you are my rock and my | fortress;*
and for your name’s sake you lead me and | guide me.
Into your hand I commit my | spirit;*
you have redeemed me, O LORD, | faithful God.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
These are the ones coming out of the great tribu- | lation.*
They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood | of the Lamb.
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Kyrie

LSB 152
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Gloria in Excelsis

LSB 154

Salutation and Collect of the Day

P

Let us pray.
Heavenly Father, in the midst of our sufferings for the sake of Christ grant us grace to follow the example of the
first martyr, Stephen, that we also may look to the One who suffered and was crucified on our behalf and pray for
those who do us wrong; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
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Sit

Old Testament Reading
2 Chronicles 24:17–22
17
Now after the death of Jehoiada the princes of Judah came and paid homage to the king. Then the king listened to
them. 18And they abandoned the house of the LORD, the God of their fathers, and served the Asherim and the idols. And
wrath came upon Judah and Jerusalem for this guilt of theirs. 19Yet he sent prophets among them to bring them back to
the LORD. These testified against them, but they would not pay attention.
20Then the Spirit of God clothed Zechariah the son of Jehoiada the priest, and he stood above the people, and said to
them, “Thus says God, ‘Why do you break the commandments of the LORD, so that you cannot prosper? Because you
have forsaken the LORD, he has forsaken you.’” 21But they conspired against him, and by command of the king they
stoned him with stones in the court of the house of the LORD. 22Thus Joash the king did not remember the kindness that
Jehoiada, Zechariah’s father, had shown him, but killed his son. And when he was dying, he said, “May the LORD see
and avenge!”
A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual

Psalm 34:9, 19, alt.

Fear the LORD, | you his saints,*
for those who fear him lack | nothing!
Many are the afflictions of the | righteous,*
but the LORD delivers him out | of them all.

Second Reading
Acts 6:8—7:2a, 51–60
8And Stephen, full of grace and power, was doing great wonders and signs among the people. 9Then some of those
who belonged to the synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was called), and of the Cyrenians, and of the Alexandrians, and
of those from Cilicia and Asia, rose up and disputed with Stephen. 10But they could not withstand the wisdom and the
Spirit with which he was speaking. 11Then they secretly instigated men who said, “We have heard him speak blasphemous
words against Moses and God.” 12And they stirred up the people and the elders and the scribes, and they came upon him
and seized him and brought him before the council, 13and they set up false witnesses who said, “This man never ceases
to speak words against this holy place and the law, 14for we have heard him say that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy
this place and will change the customs that Moses delivered to us.” 15And gazing at him, all who sat in the council saw
that his face was like the face of an angel.
1And the high priest said, “Are these things so?” 2And Stephen said:
“Brothers and fathers, hear me. . . .
51You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always resist the Holy Spirit. As your fathers did, so
do you. 52Which of the prophets did not your fathers persecute? And they killed those who announced beforehand the
coming of the Righteous One, whom you have now betrayed and murdered, 53you who received the law as delivered by
angels and did not keep it.”
54Now when they heard these things they were enraged, and they ground their teeth at him. 55But he, full of the Holy
Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56And he said, “Behold,
I see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.” 57But they cried out with a loud voice
and stopped their ears and rushed together at him. 58Then they cast him out of the city and stoned him. And the witnesses
laid down their garments at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59And as they were stoning Stephen, he called out, “Lord
Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60And falling to his knees he cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against
them.” And when he had said this, he fell asleep.
A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
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Alleluia and Verse

LSB 156

Holy Gospel
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-third chapter.

34[Jesus

Matthew 23:34–39

said:] “Therefore I send you prophets and wise men and scribes, some of whom you will kill and crucify, and
some you will flog in your synagogues and persecute from town to town, 35so that on you may come all the righteous
blood shed on earth, from the blood of innocent Abel to the blood of Zechariah the son of Barachiah, whom you murdered
between the sanctuary and the altar. 36Truly, I say to you, all these things will come upon this generation.
37“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often would I have
gathered your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you would not! 38See, your house is left
to you desolate. 39For I tell you, you will not see me again, until you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the
Lord.’”
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Sit

661 The Son of God Goes Forth to War

Tune and text: Public domain
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Sermon: "Don't Gawk at the Church's Crown of Martyrdom, Gaze in Faith on the Beauty of Christ" (Acts
6:15, 54-56)
Stand

Nicene Creed
C I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Church
Following the prayers, the Live Stream ends and the Service of the Sacrament begins.
Acknowledgments
Divine Service, Setting One from Lutheran Service Book
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001
by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2020 Concordia Publishing House.
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REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS:
Members who are sick and in need of healing and comfort— Rick Bymark (wife Jackie, son Hank), Lynn Slauson, Pam Linton
(daughter of LaVerne & Arlene Bagne), Ilene Shepherd, Charice McDowell, Mavis Kalk, Joyce O’Hern, Justin Brynjulfson, Barb
Grambart, Diane Haag, Sandy Meyer, Harlan Peterson, Tony Stadler, Bob Abraham, Audrey Hansen, Ryan Fish, Jim Bjorgan, and
Shirley Bjorgan. Our Lord Jesus, who reached out to heal and comfort the sick and dying, continues to reach out with His healing Word
through us. Cards, phone calls, and prayers are always appreciated. If you know of someone who is sick or hospitalized, please inform
your pastors.
Our homebound members are Dale Avenson, John Barrett, Joan Dolbec, Sue Erickson, Inez Koehler, Joyce O’Hern, Steve Orbin,
Mark Pruhs, Lorena Remer, Amy Schalo, and Ilene Shepherd.
All those serving in our Armed Forces— Agena Christophersen (Arizona), Emily Giefer (Georgia), Kevin Mazurowski (Alaska),
Nathan Mazurowski (Arizona), Isak Preus (Florida), Brian Pruhs (Oklahoma), Joseph Radintz (home), and Danny Schilling (home).
Those who have lost loved ones during the past year— Kyle Gaffaney & family (at the loss of his grandfather Bill Reese), Jim Day
& family (at the loss of his sister), Heidi Brackeen & family (at the loss of her father Dennis Anderson), the family of Marlys Johnson,
the family of Harold Grambart, the family of Courtney Meine, Marlys Kothrade & family (at the loss of her great-grandson Lukas
Bouska), Bob and Char Abraham (at the loss of their daughter-in-law Debra Abraham), Tony Stadler & family (at the loss of his brother
Ted), the family of Bruce Hansen, the family of Arleen Barrett, Ty Holthus & family (at the loss of her father Patrick Oberle), and Deb
Volberding & family (at the loss of her mother Carol Handberg).
And we remember those who have recently lost loved ones— Karen Fussy & family (at the loss of her husband Eugene), Rick Foggia
& family (at the loss of his father Vincent Foggia), Irene Rehmer & family (at the loss of her sister Marilyn), the family of Dr. Crystal
Rossow, Katie Moss & family (at the loss of her grandfather Rev. Henry Behling), Sarah Klein & family (at the loss of her father Wayne
Wilson), Jason Brastad & family (at the loss of his grandmother), Tom Parduhn & family (at the loss of his mother Laura), the family
of Elwyn Manthei, Diane Schwecke & family (at the loss of her niece Jordyn Meskan), and the family of Susan Schutte.
All expecting families and their unborn children— especially Rachel & Jeremy Costello, Katie & Matthew Moss, Abbie (MacMillan)
& Kyle Gaffaney, Lindsay & David Huth, and Kim & Andrew Heinen. If you would like to announce your pregnancy to the Church
that we might pray for you, please contact one of our pastors.
THIS WEEK: The congregations in our circuit are praying for Concordia Theological Seminary (Fort Wayne, IN) and Concordia
Seminary (St. Louis, MO).
PRAYING FOR OUR CHURCH & SCHOOL: This week we pray for all who oversee our Tech operations, and our Business
Manager Sam Kuphal, and also for our Teachers Deb Volberding (First Grade) and Gary Volberding (Middle School Teacher/Bus
Driver).

† Announcements †
SPECIAL FEAST DAYS THIS WEEK: 26 — St. Stephen, Martyr, 27 — St. John, Apostle and Evangelist, 28 — The Holy Innocents,
Martyrs, 31 — Eve of the Circumcision and Name of Jesus | New Year’s Eve, 1 — Circumcision and Name of Jesus.
SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY: The Kingdoms of God’s Son – this Bible study on the books of 1st and 2nd Samuel will cover the next two
years of Sunday Bible Study. These Old Testament books tell a fascinating story of the Kingdom of God and kingdoms of men. We
will meet Samuel, Saul, and David. We will read of war and betrayal. We will discuss relevant topics to our world today. And we will
see how these Old Testament books pre-figure the coming of Christ Jesus and His eternal reign in the Kingdom of Power, the Kingdom
of Grace, and the coming Kingdom of Glory when He returns on the Last Day.
December 26 – Special Topic & St. John’s Wine Exchange
January 2 – 1 Samuel 13:1-23- The Philistine War Begins
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TUESDAY BIBLE STUDY is held at 9am in the Auxiliary Room. Our new study “The Word in Song: A Bible Study on the Hymn
of the Day” will be enhanced with music as we sing to the accompaniment of Mr. Duane Esterly on piano. This week’s selection is:
Dec. 28– LSB 358 "From Heav’n Above to Earth I Come".
PREPARING FOR NEXT SUNDAY: Parents with hands full in the pews on Sunday morning sometimes need a little time with the
texts in the week leading up to a Service. People new to Lutheranism sometimes need more context to the Service. Some members
simply look for more in-depth study of the appointed readings. We encourage you to follow Issues, Etc. on your podcasting App or at
their website, especially using Pastor David Peterson’s “Looking Ahead to Sunday Morning (the 1-Year Lectionary)”. Next Sunday
January 2nd you will hear: Genesis 46:1-7, 1 Peter 4:12-19, and Matthew 2:13-23.
THE SERVICE OF INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION is available this month by appointment only. Take
advantage of this opportunity to hear God’s Word of forgiveness spoken to you individually in Jesus’ Name. “If we confess our sins,
God, who is faithful and just, will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” (1 John 1:9)
ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK… Sunday, December 19th: Total 287 CM 193

FINANCIAL UPDATE

Last Week

Year-to-date

12/19/21

since 07/01/21

Total Operating Fund Receipts-All Sources $ 29,532
$ 845,562
Amount Needed
$ 36,178
$ 906,941
Amount Ahead (Behind)
$ (6,646)
$ (61,379)
% Ahead (-Behind)
-7%
Current Building Mortgage Balance: $ 94,031
Amount Needed above includes all budgeted revenues, including offerings, school tuition and third-source income, for the current budget year
beginning July 1, 2020. There was no cumulative deficit as of July 1. Questions can be directed to Church Treasurer Mike Gaffer.

Youth Group:
WHIRLY BALL MAPLE GROVE: Saturday, January 8th 12:00 pm – 1:00 pm, parents responsible for transportation. $9 per person;
signed waiver required.

Fellowship:
WINE & CHEESE RECEPTION: On January 6th after the evening Epiphany service, the fellowship committee will be hosting a
wine & cheese reception.
The Feast of the Epiphany of Our Lord is the feast day that celebrates the revelation of God incarnate as Jesus Christ; it completes the
Christmas season and welcomes the season of Epiphany. Please join us as we ring in the New Year, celebrate the Festival of Epiphany,
and say “Thank You” to our altar guild for all they do throughout the church year! (A special door offering will be taken to help support
our altar guild.)
AMAZON SMILE for St. John's Lutheran School… Did you know that your Amazon purchases can generate donation dollars for our
school with very little effort on your part? PTL provided this link for more details on how to use AmazonSmile through the website or
through the app. https://smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/about/ref=smi_aas_redirect?ie=UTF8&%2AVersion%2A=1&%2Aentries%2A=0
OFFERING ENVELOPES: The boxes of offering envelopes for 2022 have been distributed in the church mailboxes. The envelope
renumbering is year-specific, so kindly please do not use the new ones until January 1 st, and please discard your 2021 year supply after
December 26th. Contact church secretary Ruth if you need assistance.
BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK: (Dec 26–Jan 1) Sunday- …, Monday- Caroline Schaefer, Tuesday- Sue Erickson/Mike
Gaffer/Nancy Miller, Wednesday- Ashley Baltes/Rachel Brackeen/Mark Coombs/Rebecca Klesk/Emma Pulju, Thursday- Larry
Anderson/Richard Haver, Friday- Carol Eastbourne, Saturday- JoAnn Manthei/Marissa Radintz/Danny Schilling
PLANNING TO STOP IN? Please call the office first as school is now in session and we would appreciate notice of your arrival.
This will help us coordinate and better accommodate your visit. Office hours are 7:30am - 3:30pm, Monday - Friday
763-420-2426 (secretary@stjlutheran.org)
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