
The Office of Compline 
March 11, 2026 

The congregation assembles in silence. 

 
Kneel/Stand 

 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 
 

Confession 
 

L Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 
Silence for self-examination. 

 

L I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to you, my brothers and sisters, that I have 

sinned in thought, word, and deed by my fault, by my own fault, by my own most grievous fault; wherefore I pray 

God Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and bring me to everlasting life. Amen. 

C The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and remission of all your sins. Amen. 

  

C I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to you, my brothers and sisters, that I 

have sinned in thought, word, and deed by my fault, by my own fault, by my own most grievous fault; 

wherefore I pray God Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and bring me to everlasting 

life. Amen. 

L The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and remission of all your sins. 

C Amen. 

 
Stand 

 

Psalm Psalm 6 

1O LORD, rebuke me not in your | anger,* 

 nor discipline me | in your wrath. 
2Be gracious to me, O LORD, for I am | languishing;* 

 heal me, O LORD, for my bones are | troubled. 
3My soul also is greatly | troubled.* 

 But you, O LORD— | how long? 



4Turn, O LORD, deliv- | er my life;* 

 save me for the sake of your | steadfast love. 
5For in death there is no remem- | brance of you;* 

 in Sheol who will | give you praise? 

6I am weary with my moaning; 

 every night I flood my | bed with tears;* 

 I drench my couch with my | weeping. 
7My eye wastes away be- | cause of grief;* 

 it grows weak because of | all my foes. 

8Depart from me, all you workers of | evil,* 

 for the LORD has heard the sound of my | weeping. 
9The LORD has | heard my plea;* 

 the LORD ac- | cepts my prayer. 
10All my enemies shall be ashamed and greatly | troubled;* 

 they shall turn back and be put to shame in a | moment. 

 
Sit 

 

880 Now Rest beneath Night’s Shadow sts. 1, 4–5 

 

 

 

 
Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. 
Tune: Heinrich Isaac, c. 1450–1517 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Readings from Holy Scripture Hebrews 3:1 – 4:1  
 

One or more of the following are read. 

 

 1Therefore, holy brothers, you who share in a heavenly calling, consider Jesus, the apostle and high priest of our 

confession, 2who was faithful to him who appointed him, just as Moses also was faithful in all God’s house. 3For Jesus 

has been counted worthy of more glory than Moses—as much more glory as the builder of a house has more honor than 

the house itself. 4(For every house is built by someone, but the builder of all things is God.) 5Now Moses was faithful in 

all God’s house as a servant, to testify to the things that were to be spoken later, 6but Christ is faithful over God’s house 

as a son. And we are his house if indeed we hold fast our confidence and our boasting in our hope. 

 7Therefore, as the Holy Spirit says, 

“Today, if you hear his voice, 
8do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion, 

 on the day of testing in the wilderness, 



9where your fathers put me to the test 

 and saw my works 10for forty years. 

Therefore I was provoked with that generation, 

and said, ‘They always go astray in their heart; 

 they have not known my ways.’ 
11As I swore in my wrath, 

 ‘They shall not enter my rest.’” 

12Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart, leading you to fall away from the living 

God. 13But exhort one another every day, as long as it is called “today,” that none of you may be hardened by the 

deceitfulness of sin. 14For we share in Christ, if indeed we hold our original confidence firm to the end. 15As it is said, 

“Today, if you hear his voice, 

do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion.” 

16For who were those who heard and yet rebelled? Was it not all those who left Egypt led by Moses? 17And with whom 

was he provoked for forty years? Was it not with those who sinned, whose bodies fell in the wilderness? 18And to 

whom did he swear that they would not enter his rest, but to those who were disobedient? 19So we see that they were 

unable to enter because of unbelief. 

4 Therefore, while the promise of entering his rest still stands, let us fear lest any of you should seem to have failed to 

reach it. 

 
Silence for reflection. 

 

Responsory LSB 255 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lenten Catechesis 
The Introduction  

Our Father who art in heaven.  

Our Father in heaven.  

   

What does this mean?  

With these words God tenderly invites us to believe that He is our true Father and that we are His true children, so that 

with all boldness and confidence we may ask Him as dear children ask their dear father.  

  



The First Petition  

Hallowed be Thy name.  

Hallowed be Your name.  
   

What does this mean?  

God’s name is certainly holy in itself, but we pray in this petition that it may be kept holy among us also.  

   

How is God’s name kept holy?  

God’s name is kept holy when the Word of God is taught in its truth and purity, and we, as the children of God, also 

lead holy lives according to it. Help us to do this, dear Father in heaven! But anyone who teaches or lives contrary to 

God’s Word profanes the name of God among us. Protect us from this, heavenly Father!  

  

The Second Petition  

Thy kingdom come.  

Your kingdom come.  

   

What does this mean?  

The kingdom of God certainly comes by itself without our prayer, but we pray in this petition that it may come to us 

also.  

   

How does God’s kingdom come?  

God’s kingdom comes when our heavenly Father gives us His Holy Spirit, so that by His grace we believe His holy 

Word and lead godly lives here in time and there in eternity.  

  

The Third Petition  

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Your will be done on earth as in heaven.  
   

What does this mean?  

The good and gracious will of God is done even without our prayer, but we pray in this petition that it may be done 

among us also.  

   

How is God’s will done?  

God’s will is done when He breaks and hinders every evil plan and purpose of the devil, the world, and our sinful 

nature, which do not want us to hallow God’s name or let His kingdom come; and when He strengthens and keeps us 

firm in His Word and faith until we die. This is His good and gracious will.  

 

759 This Body in the Grave We Lay 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

5 We have no cause to mourn or weep; 

Securely shall this body sleep 

Till Christ Himself shall death destroy 

And raise the blessèd dead to joy. 

 

6 Then let us leave this place of rest 

And homeward turn, for they are blest 

Who heed God’s warning and prepare 

Lest death should find them unaware. 

 

7 So help us, Jesus, ground of faith; 

Thou hast redeemed us by Thy death 

From endless death and set us free. 

We laud and praise and worship Thee. 
 
Text: tr. William M. Czamanske, 1873–1964; (sts. 1–6): Michael Weisse, c. 1480–1534; (st. 7): Gesangbuch, 1540, Magdeburg 
Tune: Newe deudsche geistliche Gesenge, 1544, Wittenberg 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003065 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Meditation on the Priestly Ministry of Our Lord Jesus Christ through Life and Death 
 

Kneel/Stand 

 

Prayer 
 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 
 

One or more of the following are prayed. 

 

L Be present, merciful God, and protect us through the hours of this night, so that we who are wearied by the 

changes and chances of life may find our rest in You; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 

L O Lord, support us all the day long of this troubled life, until the shadows lengthen and the evening comes and the 

busy world is hushed, the fever of life is over, and our work is done. Then, Lord, in Your mercy grant us a safe 

lodging and a holy rest and peace at the last; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 



 

L Be our light in the darkness, O Lord, and in Your great mercy defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; 

for the love of Your only Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 

L Visit our dwellings, O Lord, and drive from them all the snares of the enemy; let Your holy angels dwell with us 

to preserve us in peace; and let Your blessing be on us always; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 

L Eternal God, the hours both of day and night are Yours, and to You the darkness is no threat. Be present, we pray, 

with those who labor in these hours of night, especially those who watch and work on behalf of others. Grant them 

diligence in their watching, faithfulness in their service, courage in danger, and competence in emergencies. Help 

them to meet the needs of others with confidence and compassion; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 

L Abide with us, Lord, for it is toward evening, and the day is far spent. Abide with us and with Your whole Church. 

Abide with us at the end of the day, at the end of our life, at the end of the world. Abide with us with Your grace 

and goodness, with Your holy Word and Sacrament, with Your strength and blessing. Abide with us when the 

night of affliction and temptation comes upon us, the night of fear and despair, the night when death draws near. 

Abide with us and with all the faithful, now and forever. 

 

 
  

 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 257 
L Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Stand 

 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 258 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Benediction LSB 259 

 

 

 
 

708 Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart st. 3 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Martin Schalling, 1532–1608; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Zwey Bücher . . . Tabulatur, 1577, Strassburg 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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